President Trump Refuses
To Implement Unconstitutional
Congressional Sanctions

In this Aug. 2 statement, President Trump pointed out
that the insane sanctions act just passed by the Con-
gress is largely unconstitutional, and served notice that
he will not implement its unconstitutional provisions.
This is the meaning of the sentence, “My Administra-
tion will give careful and respectful consideration to
the preferences expressed by the Congress in these var-
ious provisions and will implement them in a manner
consistent with the Presidents constitutional authority
to conduct foreign relations.”

Statement by President Donald J. Trump on the
Signing of H.R. 3364:

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3364, the “Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act.”
While I favor tough measures to punish and deter ag-
gressive and destabilizing behavior by Iran, North
Korea, and Russia, this legislation is significantly
flawed.

In its haste to pass this legislation, the Congress in-
cluded a number of clearly unconstitutional provisions.
For instance, although I share the policy views of sec-
tions 253 and 257, those provisions purport to displace
the President’s exclusive constitutional authority to
recognize foreign governments, including their territo-
rial bounds, in conflict with the Supreme Court’s recent
decision in Zivotofsky v. Kerry.

Additionally, section 216 seeks to grant the Con-
gress the ability to change the law outside the constitu-
tionally required process. The bill prescribes a review
period that precludes the President from taking certain
actions. Certain provisions in section 216, however,
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conflict with the Supreme Court’s decision in INS v.
Chadha, because they purport to allow the Congress to
extend the review period through procedures that do
not satisfy the requirements for changing the law under
Article I, section 7 of the Constitution. I nevertheless
expect to honor the bill’s extended waiting periods to
ensure that the Congress will have a full opportunity to
avail itself of the bill’s review procedures.

Further, certain provisions, such as sections 254
and 257, purport to direct my subordinates in the ex-
ecutive branch to undertake certain diplomatic initia-
tives, in contravention of the President’s exclusive
constitutional authority to determine the time, scope,
and objectives of international negotiations. And
other provisions, such as sections 104, 107, 222, 224,
227, 228, and 234, would require me to deny certain
individuals entry into the United States, without an
exception for the President’s responsibility to receive
ambassadors under Article II, section 3 of the Consti-
tution. My Administration will give careful and re-
spectful consideration to the preferences expressed
by the Congress in these various provisions and will
implement them in a manner consistent with the Pres-
ident’s constitutional authority to conduct foreign re-
lations.

Finally, my Administration particularly expects the
Congress to refrain from using this flawed bill to hinder
our important work with European allies to resolve the
conflict in Ukraine, and from using it to hinder our ef-
forts to address any unintended consequences it may
have for American businesses, our friends, or our allies.
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