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Jan. 25—The world’s largest-ever conference on the 
Arctic, with 3,000-3,500 participants from all over the 
globe, is now underway in Tromsø, Norway, more than 
200 miles north of the Arctic Circle. Tromsø is famous 
as the jumping-off point for great Arctic exploration 
missions, and the center for Arctic hunting in the Nine-
teenth and Twentieth Centuries.

The focus of interest of the Jan. 21-26 Arctic Fron-
tiers 2018 Conference going on 
now, is the Northern Sea Route, or 
the Arctic Route, as an alternative 
sea route between Europe and Asia. 
The ongoing melting of the Arctic 
ice—a phenomenon of the far North 
not to be confused with non-exis-
tent global warming—makes this 
sea route practicable already today. 
As EIR has reported, Russia is 
building a series of the world’s larg-
est icebreakers in order to expand 
the use of this route. On June 20, 
2017, China officially included the 
Arctic Route as part of the Maritime 
Silk Road in its “Vision for Mari-
time Cooperation under the Belt 
and Road Initiative.”

In an interview with TASS at the 
conference, Japan’s Ambassador 

for International Economic Affairs, Ambassador for the 
Japan Year in Russia, and Ambassador in Charge of 
Arctic Affairs, Keiji Ide, said that Japan was enor-
mously interested in the development of the Northern 
Sea Route, gas projects in Yamal, and long-term coop-
eration with Russia.

“Unconditionally, there is enormous interest in the 
Northern Sea Route. Business people from Hokkaido 

gic partnership” between the two nations. Denmark has 
the highest proportion of China’s trade, 6%, among the 
Nordic nations, especially because of shipping services 
from Maersk.

Conclusion
The many China-sponsored projects with the Nordic 

countries announced in the last months, signify that the 
Nordic nations finally are starting to open up for Chi-
na’s BRI. These nations, like all of North Western 
Europe, have been very late to respond to the BRI. 
When the U.K. applied to become a founding member 
of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Denmark 
also joined, and then Sweden and Norway joined on the 

last day. It attended the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing 
(BRF) in May 2017. When, in the very last hours, the 
British decided to send a minister, then Denmark, Fin-
land and Sweden also joined on a ministerial level on 
the last day. But no Nordic head of state or government 
attended the forum. As reported, Finland’s President, 
Sauli Niinistö, received Chinese president Xi Jinping at 
his home. However, in May, just before BRF, the prime 
minister of Denmark visited Beijing and President Xi. 
Then, in June, both the prime ministers of Sweden and 
Norway went to China to meet him. Important accords 
were signed, and the fruits of these breakthroughs are 
now coming in the form of proposals for project coop-
eration in the whole Arctic region.
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Norwegian Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Soreide and five other Norwegian government 
ministers appeared at the Arctic Frontiers conference in Tromso.
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were speaking about it at today’s conference,” said the 
ambassador, who speaks fluent Russian. “Of course, it 
is just a beginning. People assess risks and calculate 
what is profitable or not. They are considering them 
very carefully.”

Ide said there was great interest in the Yamal LNG 
project, which began last year (which also enjoys sig-
nificant Chinese investment), as well as the idea of 
building infrastructure for liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
production in Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula, in gas 
fields only 1,730 km northeast of Japan. Ide continued:

We want to collaborate with our Russian friends 
pursuing a long-term goal. Regardless of a rift 
between our countries in politics, we cannot say 
we do not want to develop our 
relations. On the contrary, if 
we come across either difficul-
ties or disagreements, those 
need to be overcome.

Thank God, your President 
[Vladimir] Putin and our Prime 
Minister [Shinzo] Abe enjoy 
warm, good relations, so we 
will be developing economic 
cooperation with Russia.

The independent Russian natu-
ral gas giant Novatek was repre-

sented in Tromsø by the Nor-
wegian Bjorn Gundersen, 
Deputy Director of its LNG 
Projects Department. No-
vatek’s Yamal and associated 
Murmansk projects are the 
largest construction projects 
underway in Russia, and per-
haps in the world. Novatek’s 
partner Total (of France) 
notes on its website:

At the start of the project, 
there were no access 
routes to the site by land 
or by sea. To facilitate the 
transportation of equip-
ment and staff, con-
struction began on  
a large-capacity regional 

transportation hub in 2011, comprising the port 
of Sabetta and an international airport.

Shipping LNG in such extreme conditions 
also required Total and its partners to design a 
new breed of vessel: the LNG ice-breaker tanker. 
This innovative solution allows LNG to be trans-
ported all year long without the assistance of ice-
breakers. Measuring 300 meters [in length] and 
boasting a capacity of 172,600 cubic meters, the 
ship can sail in ice of up to 2.1 meters thick. In 
all, 15 LNG ice-breakers will be gradually com-
missioned between now and 2019, the first of 
which is the Christophe de Margerie.

To unlock access to the vast gas resources of 
Russia’s Far North, the Yamal LNG project has 

Gazprom
A gas facility at the Bovanenkovskoye field in the Yamal gas fields.

www.ep.total
The first ice-breaking LNG carrier launched in mid-January 2016 in South Korea.
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inaugurated a new LNG shipping route. Known 
as the Northern Sea Route, it enables vessels to 
reach Asia in 15 days via the Bering Strait, com-
pared with 30 days using the conventional route 
through the Suez Canal. The journey can be 
made between May and November, when the ice 
is thin enough to navigate. This feat is only pos-
sible thanks to a new breed of versatile LNG car-
riers, which feature ice-breaking technology.

The Yamal project’s entire LNG production of even-
tually 34 million tons per year, will all be carried to 
customers both in Asia and in Europe via the Northern 
Sea Route.

Alaska Set for 
Arctic Development
by Marcia Baker

Jan. 27—Alaska Governor Bill Walker proclaimed 
Jan. 24 that the stars are aligned on Arctic develop-
ment. Alaska is second to West Virginia in the size of 
its 2017 Memorandum of Understanding with China, 
for energy infrastructure and gas sales develop-
ment—$43 billion over the coming years. Governor 
Walker met in Fairbanks on Jan. 24 with his cabinet 
and local mayors, and spoke optimistically about 
what’s ahead, with plans for an 800-mile gas pipeline 
from the North Slope to Kenai Peninsula. Pledged 
sales of 75% of the gas is to go to China. Walker was 
the only governor in the Trump delegation to go to Bei-
jing last November. Walker then hosted President Xi 
Jinping in Anchorage last May, on Xi’s return trip 
home from Florida.

Walker made a point of praising the support he is 
getting from the White House. “I could go on for hours 
about all the different—how things are so different 
now. . . . I have a call with the White House about every 
two weeks, directly with the White House, about this 
project. . . . It’s astounding, absolutely astounding, to 
have that kind of relationship with the White House on 
this project. And then with the market, the producers—
the stars are absolutely aligned on this,” said Walker, 
according to a report on Fairbanks’ NBC TV affiliate 
Newscenter 11.

Alaska, working with China, is set to figure promi-
nently in Arctic gas development, as well as the newly 
opened Yamal, Russia, LNG operations. China covers 
the principles involved, in its new “Arctic Policy” 
White Paper, which states explicitly that this is part of 
its Belt and Road Initiative: China wishes to “advance 
Arctic-related cooperation under the Belt and Road 
Initiative in accordance with the basic principles of 
respect, cooperation, win-win results and sustainabil-
ity.” The document, released Jan. 26, also states spe-
cifically under its section “IV. China’s Policies and 
Positions on Participating in Arctic Affairs,” that, 
“China respects the sovereign rights of Arctic States 
over oil, gas and mineral resources” in the region, and 
“encourages them to participate in the exploitation of 
oil, gas, and mineral resources in the Arctic, through 
cooperation in various forms, on the condition of 
properly protecting the eco-environment of the 
Arctic.”

Meanwhile, in West Virginia this week, optimistic 
statements were also made about what’s to come from 
China’s commitment to work with the state on gas in-
frastructure and industry development in Appalachia. 
At the Jan. 22-23 Economic Development Council 
Legislative Conference in Charleston, representa-
tives of the major economic associations spoke out on 
this.

Concretely, announcements are awaited from the 
governor and Commerce Department on what will be 
the first projects (regarding a site for a gas hub, for one 
or more cracker plants, for pipelines, and related infra-
structure). No word is out yet on West Virginia Com-
merce Secretary Woody Thrasher’s latest trip to China, 
which began Jan. 13. Thrasher personally signed the 
Memorandum of Understanding with China Nov. 9, 
2017 in Beijing, for a Chinese commitment of $83.7 
billion over 20 years.

The possibilities “are limitless,” for West Virginia, 
said the West Virginia Manufacturers Association Pres-
ident Rebecca McPhail, if China Energy follows 
through.

The Independent Oil and Gas Association’s Execu-
tive Director, Charlie Burd, said: “We’re very excited 
to be at the leading edge of what could be a huge eco-
nomic engine. It’s going to be a very exciting time for 
West Virginia, we believe. It’s not going to be over-
night. But over the next 5-10 years the landscape of 
West Virginia has the potential to change dramati-
cally.”


