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Hussein Askary is the Southwest Asia 
Coordinator for the Schiller Institute. 
His just-published report on Operation 
Felix, in Arabic, was summarized in 
English in the Executive Intelligence 
Review in its June 29 issue. Here we 
publish Askary’s preliminary remarks 
before he turns to Operation Felix, as 
well as his conclusion, and we refer the 
reader to that written summary, rather 
than largely duplicate it with a tran-
script of the rest of his oral presenta-
tion.

Yemen is, I think, the perfect case of 
turning tragedy into victory, a victory 
not only for Yemen or the Yemeni 
people, but for all mankind. And I will 
explain why.

For three and one-half years, as our 
friends have described, the Saudi war on 
Yemen, backed by Britain, the United 
States, France, and other countries, has 
brought with it many tragedies—but 
also many ironies. It showed that the ap-
parently weak do not necessarily have 
to lose in the face of the mighty. Hussein Askary
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Yemenis, while admittedly being the poorest people 
in the region, have a deep sense of historical identity 
and a culture that goes back thousands of years into his-
tory. They are a proud people with a republican sense of 
freedom and a rough terrain that is very advantageous 
in defensive warfare. All these factors made them ca-
pable of resisting the Saudi coalition, backed by some 
of the most powerful military forces on the planet, for 
more than three years. But that was at a very, very high 
price, as we have seen.

Another irony is that right in the middle of the worst 
war and humanitarian crisis, some Yemenis—for the 
duration of the war—have been studying economics as 
defined by Lyndon LaRouche and the Schiller Insti-
tute, in order to find out how to build a modern econ-
omy and avoid the disasters of the past. They also have 
been studying the New Silk Road and want Yemen to 
join the Belt and Road Initiative and the BRICS. As I 
said in my opening remarks earlier, “to survive trag-
edy, you have to look toward the stars,” that is, toward 
the future, and derive inspiration and courage from 
them to survive the current fight and pave the way to 
solving the crisis.

Here Askary presented a summary of Operation 
Felix. His concluding remarks follow.

In conclusion I would like to say that, in a June 6 

seminar in Sana’a, I proposed that the “government 
there adopt this plan as a key component in any peace 
and reconciliation talks between the different Yemeni 
belligerent parties,” and that this would be the mission 
of the future Yemeni government: That everybody 
agrees that this is what we want to do when we have 
peace.

As I say in the report, we don’t want to reconstruct 
Yemen to what it was before the war. Because before 
the war, as we remember, Yemen was “the poorest 
country in the region.” So, it’s not our intention to bring 
Yemen back to what it was: We want to transform 
Yemen into the future. (applause)

At the same time, it’s a means of motivating the in-
ternational community to consider the absurdity of the 
continuation of this war. And it shows that the people 
controlling the government in Sana’a are not mere mi-
litias with power ambitions, but are statesmen with vi-
sions and knowledge. The responsibility to stop this 
genocidal war is upon every individual and every gov-
ernment in the world, today. The vision for launching a 
genuine reconstruction and development plan in 
Yemen is in harmony with the New Paradigm of coop-
eration in the world as expressed in this conference so 
far.

Thank you very much.
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