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Dear Mme. Helga LaRouche,
dear participants of this forum,
Ladies and Gentlemen, good after-
noon!

I am very honored to speak to
you today about China’s One Belt, One Road Initiative.
Many thanks to the organizers for this kind invitation.

As we all know, for the past four decades, the world
has been watching China’s unprecedented economic
growth. Now, we know that the secret of China’s rapid
rise: The panacea consists of a peaceful and stable envi-
ronment, investment in infrastructure construction, close
regional and global cooperation, integration of world-
wide resources, creating collaboration, better access to
education and closer people-to-people exchanges. That’s
why the rest of the world was counting on China during
the international financial crisis starting from 2008.
China has become the second largest economy on the
planet since 2010. Expectations for its performance on
the world stage have been ever increasing.

China boasts a different philosophy and cultural tra-
dition from most other countries and regions in the
world. The Chinese people believe that when you are
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impoverished, you should first disci-
pline yourself, and when you get
wealthy, you should bring benefits to
others.

For the past four decades, China
has lifted millions of its people out
of poverty, which is indeed a marvel-
ous success. Now, the world is
seeing how the Belt and Road Initia-
tive is helping millions in other
countries shake off poverty.

Five years ago, the grand con-
ception was first envisioned by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, in an aim
to revive the ancient Silk Road trad-
ing route, by inviting developing countries to share so-
cial-economic progress. Now, five years later, the ma-
jority of the countries involved in the Belt and Road
Initiative have scored major progress through closer
cooperation with China.

Cambodian women have found jobs in newly
founded factories in Sihanoukville. An increasing
number of entrepreneurs have moved into Great Stone
[Industrial Park], the biggest joint project of Belarus
and China, in Minsk. In Kenya, passengers can go
from Mombasa to Nairobi in only 4.5 hours on Express
Rail. More Greeks, struggling to make a living after
the European debt crisis, have found new jobs in Pi-
raeus Port.

Over the past five years, China has been upholding
a fundamental belief that all cooperation projects
should be built on the principles of transparency, inclu-
siveness, and sustainability. In the implementation of
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the Belt and Road Initiative, China has no intention to
change the existing international system. Instead, it
aims to cooperate with more nations within this frame-
work to contribute to regional and global development.
In this process, China has become a staunch supporter
of globalization. China is playing an increasingly im-
portant role in anti-protectionism, especially against
the backdrop of U.S. President Donald Trump’s frenzy
for trade skepticism. Now that unilateralism and popu-
lism are gaining traction, the Belt and Road Initiative
inevitably has become a target of criticism from those
with evil intentions and vested interests.

However, they should better see the fact that global-

ization is becoming irreversible and China is just one of
many countries fighting to defend it. That’s why we
need more and more people to truly understand the sig-
nificance of the Belt and Road Initiative, and to em-
brace the Belt and Road Initiative.

Through close cooperation along the Belt and Road,
developing countries in Africa, Central Asia, and South-
east Asia have embraced more convenient transporta-
tion, better health care, and more access to education.
For all the people who have a deep belief that all men
are created equal, they have a chance of development
along the modern Silk Road.

I sincerely wish you a successful forum. Thank you.



