U.S.-CHINA COOPERATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

Operation Marcos: A Development
Plan for Asia and the World

by Michael Billington

June 8—In 2015, the LaRouche
Political Action Committee pub-
lished a pamphlet titled, “The
United States Joins the New Silk
Road—A Hamiltonian Vision for
an Economic Renaissance.” It
presents the transformation of the
world economy that would result
from such a Hamiltonian policy,
expanding greatly on the already
phenomenal development taking
place in over one hundred nations
that are now part of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI).

While President Trump per-
sonally expresses great admira-
tion for Xi Jinping’s leadership,
the United States has yet to take
steps to join in cooperation with
China’s BRI in developing third-
party nations, as Japan and Italy
have done in co-development
projects in Asia and Africa. The
British intelligence coup attempt
against President Trump, through British assets in U.S.
intelligence agencies, has been exposed and neutralized,
but the same operatives behind the “Russia collusion”
hoax have opened an even more vicious campaign to de-
monize China and subvert Trump’s oft-stated intention
to establish close cooperation with China and his “close
friend” Xi Jinping. The deeply depraved FBI Director
Christopher Wray told the Congress in February that
“China in many ways represents the broadest, most com-
plicated, most long-term counterintelligence threat we
face,” calling for a “whole-of-society approach, because
in many ways we confront whole-of-society threats.”

This carefully cultivated anti-China hysteria has
driven not only trade war, with tit-for-tat tariffs, but the
assault on the world’s leading telecom company,
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Huawei; the shutting down of
Confucius Institutes all over the
United States; and sanctions
against many countries, even so-
called “allies”—all of this occur-
ring while political forces sur-
rounding President Trump, in the
Congress, and in the press, esca-
late a vitriolic attack on every-
thing Chinese.

It is urgent that the President
resolve this conflict both peace-
fully and cooperatively. The
United States, and indeed the
world, is poised on the precipice
of either a disastrous global con-
flagration, or its opposite, a New
Paradigm for mankind, based on
cooperation of the great powers
of the world in scientific and cul-
tural discovery and global eco-
nomic development, ending the
era of Empire and geopolitics
once and for all.

This current report proposes that a great potential
exists for U.S.-China collaboration and partnership in
working together to accomplish the rapid agro-indus-
trial development of the Philippines, a nation that shares
a history spanning both an Eastern and Western cultural
heritage. There are deep moral, political and economic
motivations for undertaking such a task. Were the U.S.
and China to act together in such a project, it would
serve as a model for a similar joint-development of the
other nations of Asia, and worldwide.

Library of Congress
Ferdinand Marcos, President of the Philippines,

during his visit to the White House on September
14, 1966.

The ‘Operation Juarez’ Paradigm

In 1982, Lyndon H. LaRouche issued an E/R Spe-
cial Report titled, Operation Judrez—Mexico/lIbero-
America Policy Study. (Benito Juarez was President of
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Mexico from 1861-1872, and a close political ally of
his contemporary, Abraham Lincoln—although the
two men never met.) This report by LaRouche was
issued at a time when the developing sector nations
were suffering a catastrophic breakdown crisis, brought
on by the combined effects of the orchestrated spike in
oil prices, the orchestrated massive increase in interna-
tional interest rates set in motion by U.S. Federal Re-
serve Chairman Paul Volker, and vicious austerity
measures being imposed by the IMF on behalf of the
essentially bankrupt financial empire centered in the
City of London.

LaRouche’s plan was for Mexico, under the leader-
ship of LaRouche’s close friend President Lépez Porti-
llo, to establish an oil-for-technology relationship with
the United States (especially during the Reagan admin-
istration), and to forge an alliance with other indebted
nations of Ibero-America to use the non-payment of
their foreign debt as a weapon to force through a top-
down reorganization of the entire bankrupt interna-
tional financial system. This was to be a first step toward
the establishment of a more just New World Economic
Order, based on high-technology infrastructure and in-
dustrial projects.

The concept was to use U.S.-Mexico cooperation
in real physical development as a model for transform-
ing U.S. relations across Ibero-America, and eventu-
ally the world. It called for a return to Hamiltonian
credit policies, for cooperative investments in modern
industrial and agricultural development and infrastruc-
ture, ending the neo-colonial usurious policies of the
Anglo-Dutch liberal system that had systematically in-
fected the U.S. political and financial system since the
death of Franklin Roosevelt and the assassination of
John Kennedy.

LaRouche’s 1982 proposal was not adopted, and
instead the Western Hemisphere was thrown into a
downward spiral of economic decay, massive drug in-
festation openly run by the imperial banking system,
cultural degeneration, and despair. The illegal perse-
cution and prosecution of Lyndon LaRouche was a
major aspect of the imperial drive to crush Operation
Juérez and sustain the destructive powers of the finan-
cial oligarchy.

Today we have an opportunity, and a dire necessity, to
succeed in this grand design where it failed in the 1980s.
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, the founder and Chairwoman of
the Schiller Institute, has said on many occasions that if
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President of Mexico José Lopez Portillo greeting UN
Secretary-General Javier Peérez de Cuéllar at the United
Nations in New York City on October 1, 1982.

Donald Trump were to bring the United States into the
new paradigm of the New Silk Road—in cooperation
with Russia and China, as well as Mexico and other na-
tions—he will be remembered as one of the great presi-
dents of American history. This is not a utopian dream,
but a totally feasible and urgently necessary action.

An Exquisite Solution

I wish to propose, therefore, that a policy not unlike
that of Operation Juarez be implemented today between
the Trump Administration and the government of the
Philippines, in full cooperation with China’s 21st Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road, which could be called “Op-
eration Marcos.” This was a concept already in the
mind of Lyndon LaRouche at the time he authored Op-
eration Juarez in 1982. Indeed, he was in a process of
cooperation with the nationalist government of Ferdi-
nand Marcos in the Philippines at that time—not as
close as his personal relationship with President Porti-
llo of Mexico, but nonetheless a direct relationship, and
one that was based on the same programmatic premise
of international cooperation in transforming the essen-
tially colonial economy of the Philippines into a modern
industrial nation.

By 1982, President Marcos had already begun a
process of industrial and agricultural modernization
that was the envy of the other Asian nations. For exactly
that reason, he became one of the first “regime change”
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targets of the emerging power
of the British-allied forces
within the United States. A
“regime change” coup against
Marcos was carried out in 1986
under the direction of then Sec-
retary of State George Shultz
and his deputy Paul Wolfowitz,
two of the central figures in the
transformation of the United
States into a “dumb giant” for
the British Empire, carrying out
their neo-colonial wars in Asia,
and later in the Middle East.

Operation Marcos would
draw on the phenomenal devel-
opment achieved under Marcos
before the assault against him
and his nation was launched in
the early 1980s. The Marcos
Administration achieved self-
sufficiency in rice and corn for
the first time in the nation’s his-
tory; launched “11 Big Indus-
trial Projects” across the archipelago; built the first nu-
clear power plant in Southeast Asia; built health and
cultural centers in the Philippines for use by all the
Southeast Asian nations; and more. With the U.S.-or-
chestrated coup of 1986, falsely labeled “People
Power,” all this was shut down, and the nation quickly
became known as the “sick man of Asia” rather than the
model of development. (See “Shultz and the ‘Hit Men’
Destroyed the Philippines.”)

With the election of President Rodrigo Duterte in
2015, the Philippines now has a leader with the capac-
ity to reverse the looting of that nation by the banking
cartels in London and New York. It also has a leader
who is willing to take on the drug cartels (run by the
same bankers) who had devastated the citizens of the
Philippines. One of Duterte’s first acts as President was
to have the remains of President Marcos interred with
military honors in the Hero’s Cemetery in Manila, an
act that had been denied by the puppet presidents in-
stalled after the 1986 coup.

When he was elected, Duterte told then U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama to “go to Hell” with his effort to use
the Philippines as a foil to start a war with China. He
immediately visited China and joined the BRI, He also
deployed his Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana to
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visit China, Russia and India to
negotiate military purchases to
support both a counter-attack on
terrorists in Mindanao and a
full-scale war on the drug car-
tels. Duterte has not held back
from targeting leading politi-
cians and officers of the military
and police forces who were
compromised by the cartels.
With the election of Donald
Trump, he gladly restored
friendly relations with Wash-
ington, while expanding ties to

China and Russia.
The United States has a
moral obligation to make

amends for the criminal coup
carried out against President
Marcos in 1986, and for the de-
struction of the development
process Marcos had set in
motion. At the same time, that
moral imperative demands that
the United States act to fully restore sovereignty to the
Philippines, which was only partially restored when
Washington granted the nation independence in 1945.
Beginning with Teddy Roosevelt, the U.S. experi-
ment in colonialism was a horrible mistake. America
had liberated the Philippines from Spanish rule in the
Spanish American War of 1898, but rather than restor-
ing independence and sovereignty at that time, actions
were taken to suppress the Philippine revolutionary
forces who had welcomed U.S. cooperation in expel-
ling the Spanish. The U.S. waged a bloody war against
the Moors in the southern islands, and established its
own colonial government. In 1935, President Franklin
Roosevelt promised independence to the Philippines
after a ten-year transition, and despite the intervening
of the Japanese occupation and World War 11, the prom-
ise of independence was fulfilled in 1945. However,
with Roosevelt dead, the Truman government imposed
drastic restraints on the new nation’s freedom of action.

Philippine Government
President Rodrigo Duterte and President Xi Jinping
at the Great Hall of the People, October 20, 2016.

The Philippines and the New Silk Road

Lyndon LaRouche was interviewed on Nov. 16, 2004
on Philippine radio station DZAR, hosted by Antonio
“Butch” Valdes, who also heads the Philippine LaRouche
Society and was a Senate candidate in the 2019 election
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with the party he founded, Katipu-
nan ng Demokratikong Pilipino—
KDP. LaRouche said at that time:

The Philippines has a very im-
portant pivotal role, some
people would say geopoliti-
cally, in the entire region, of
trying to bring together on a
global scale for the first time, a
world system, which is capable
of accommodating both the
European cultural heritage and
Asian cultures. This is the great
barrier, the great frontier, of a
hopeful future for this planet:
to bring together the cultures of
Asia—which are different than
those of Western Europe generally—with Euro-
pean culture, to get a global culture based on a
system of sovereign nation-states, which under-
stands that this unresolved cultural question has
to be addressed, with a long-term view, of sev-
eral generations, of creating an integrated set of
sovereign nation-states as the system of the
planet. So the Philippines is a very special coun-
try, with a unique importance for the people of
Asia, in particular, in playing a key role in bring-
ing about this kind of general integration of
Asian and European civilizations.

This vision beautifully captures the mission of the
New Silk Road. It also reflects the concept of the great
philosopher, scientist and statesman of the late 1 7th and
early 18th centuries, Wilhelm Gottfried Leibniz, who
was in correspondence with the Jesuit missionaries in
China. Leibniz took it upon himself to educate the Eu-
ropeans in regard to the philosophy and culture of
China, publishing a book titled Novissima Sinica (News
of China), which could be considered the first call for
the New Silk Road in modern times. He wrote:

I consider it a singular plan of the fates that
human cultivation and refinement should today
be concentrated, as it were, in the two extremes
of our continent, in Europe and in China, which
adorns the Orient as Europe does the opposite
edge of the Earth. Perhaps Supreme Providence
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President Donald Trump and President Rodrigo Duterte, at the November 2017 meeting
of ASEAN in the Philippines.

has ordained such an arrangement, so that, as the
most cultivated and distant peoples stretch out
their arms to each other, those in between may
gradually be brought to a better way of life.

The 300 years of Spanish rule over the Philippines
was brutal, but it was not without some benefits in in-
troducing European culture and religion to the popula-
tion. This is also true with the 50-year U.S. occupation.
While much colonial exploitation can be found in the
process, many aspects of the Hamiltonian tradition of
the American System were assimilated. Now is the time
for the global divisions of the past—the colonizer-colo-
nized division, and the East-West division—to be fi-
nally left in the dust bin of history.

The Philippines, as LaRouche emphasized, carries
the best of both cultures, and, in bringing China and the
U.S. together in a grand project to aid in uplifting the
economic potentials of the Philippines, this can serve as
a model for all of Asia, and all of the world, for coop-
eration in the new paradigm and the spirit of the New
Silk Road.

The Marcos Record

The joint U.S.-China cooperation in the develop-
ment of the Philippines has a rich source to draw on
from the Marcos era. Ferdinand Marcos was elected
President in 1965—the first President who did not come
from the elite class, but was a “commoner” who had
trained as a lawyer. The U.S. war in Indochina was just
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President Marcos with First Lady Imelda Marcos and family at his First

Presidential Inauguration in Manila, December 30, 1965.

getting under way, and U.S. military presence in the
Philippines was greatly expanded, as the military bases
at Subic Bay and Clark Airfield became launching pads
for countless air-strikes. This activity contributed to a
Maoist insurgency within the country, provoking a dec-
laration of Martial Law in 1972, which lasted until 1981.

But Marcos was not only concerned about “counter-
insurgency” in declaring martial law. The Philippines
was still essentially a colonial economy. Productivity
was low in both agriculture and industry. Marcos had
set out from the beginning of his presidency to establish
Philippine food self-sufficiency in rice and corn in a
program known as Masagana 99. He focused on basic
agricultural infrastructure, especially irrigation, in the
major food-producing regions of Luzon and Mindanao.
Credit facilities, mechaniza-
tion, and the introduction of
high-yield rice varieties re-
sulted in the elimination of
rice imports by 1968.

In 1972, Marcos invited
Chinese agriculturalists to
visit the International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI), the
world-famous institute lo-
cated in Los Bafos, Philip-
pines, presenting the Chinese
with a bag of the high-yield
rice developed there. This led
to a close collaboration be-

June 14,2019 EIR

Yuan Longping, the Chinese agronomist who developed
the first hybrid rice, in 1961.

tween the two countries on the development of
high-yield seed, and in 1977 the brilliant Chinese
agronomist Yuan Longping, known as the father
of hybrid rice, came to Los Bafos, beginning a
collaboration that continues still today.

When Marcos imposed martial law in 1972,
among his first acts was a proclamation that the
entire nation was to be considered a “land reform
area,” and a declaration that all tenants working
land devoted primarily to rice and corn were to
be the owners of that land, up to a specified limit.
Despite the enraged opposition of the oligarchy,
the program proved to be extraordinarily suc-
cessful. Coupled with the infrastructure and
mechanization improvements, a quarter of a mil-
lion peasants became landowners, and grain pro-
ductivity increased by half.

Another major step after the declaration of
martial law was to contract with Westinghouse
for the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, which was
to be the first (and would still today be the only) com-
mercial nuclear power plant in Southeast Asia. When
the U.S. deposed Marcos in 1986, the already com-
pleted plant was moth-balled, although the country
was forced to pay every penny of the cost of construc-
tion and the inflated debt service, without ever pro-
ducing a single watt of electricity.

’The New Name for Social Justice
Is Development’

In 1979, Marcos launched his plan for the industri-
alization of the Philippines. His “Eleven Major Indus-
trial Projects” aimed at transforming the country from
consumer goods production to basic heavy industry. It
was in part modeled on the “Heavy-Chemical Industry
Drive” launched by Park
Chung-Hee in South Korea in
the 1970s, which successfully
transformed that country into
the leading industrial power,
a “first world” nation, that it
is today.

The
cluded:

* A copper smelter, a joint
project with Japan’s Maru-
beni, to go into operation by
1983

* Phosphate fertilizer pro-
duction, using the sulfuric

Marcos plan in-
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acid waste from the copper smelter, with in-
ternational support from the U.S., Japan,
Germany, U.K., Belgium and Spain, also to
go online in 1983

e An aluminum smelter, a 50/50 venture
with U.S. Reynolds Metals, to open by 1984

* A diesel engine manufacturing plant,
in joint ventures with Japan and Germany,
scheduled for production by 1982

* Cement industry expansion, convert-
ing existing plants from imported oil to coal,
to go online in 1984

* Coconut industry production of com-
mercial alcohol for detergents, to open in
1982

* Pulp and paper industry expansion—
the Philippines had the only newsprint plant
in Southeast Asia at the time

* Petrochemical complex, to be built

near the Bataan nuclear plant, with help from the U.S.
and Taiwan, aiming for a 1983 production start
* Heavy engineering industries, with Germany, to
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Antonio “Butch” Valdes and members of the Philippine LaRouche Society,
visiting the mothballed Bataan Nuclear Power Plant on May19, 2008.

produce the machine tools and parts for the large indus-

trial plants in the plan

* Integrated steel mill, with Austria, to open in 1985

bly; and introducing the requisite institutional
changes. We will pursue economic development
for social justice.

In this regard, he wrote in his 1980 book, An Ideol-

* Alcogas, a project to make alcohol to produce fuel

with 20% alcohol, 80% gasoline for running motor ve-

hicles.

Marcos described the intention of his “Philippine De-
velopment Plan” as fundamentally aimed at providing

social justice to the poor. He wrote:

At the heart of these Plans is the concern for
social justice. The preparation of these plans has

been guided by one objective:
No Filipino shall be without
sustenance.

We have therefore set our
Development Plans toward a
direct and purposeful attack
against poverty by focusing on
the poorest of our society, plan-
ning to meet their basic nutri-
tional needs; reducing if not en-
tirely eliminating illiteracy;
expanding employment oppor-
tunities; improving access to
better social services; equaliz-
ing opportunities; sharing the
fruits of development equita-
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ogy for Filipinos:

Indeed, we may say that the new name for social

justice is development. For their ideals and ob-

jectives are—may well be in the final analysis—
the real objectives of the Development Plans we

have drafted. And, we are proud to say, these are
perhaps the only plans for national development

EIRNS/Stuart Lewis
Paul Volcker, Chairman of the U.S. Federal
Reserve Bank.

that have been prepared with the ends of social
justice in mind. It is this fusion of social justice

and economic development that
I feel is our own significant
contribution to the social justice
tradition I have outlined.

Imperial Retaliation

While South Korea’s project
succeeded, the geopolitical neo-
conservatives within the Reagan
Administration and neoliberals in
the Congress went to work to sabo-
tage the Marcos industrialization
project. George Shultz became
Secretary of State in 1982 and im-
mediately appointed Paul Wolfow-
itz as Assistant Secretary for Asia.
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Wolfowitz’s doctoral thesis argued that
peaceful nuclear power should be denied
to third-world countries, claiming they
could not be trusted to not build nuclear
weapons. Sabotaging the Bataan Nuclear
Power Plant was to be his test case for es-
tablishing a general ban on scientific prog-
ress in developing nations—a “technologi-
cal apartheid” policy that would make the
lords of the British Empire proud.

In 1980, Federal Reserve chief Paul
Volcker raised interest rates to 20 percent.
The impact of this on nations such as the
Philippines, who had taken on large debts
to achieve industrialization, was devastat-
ing. Debt service nearly tripled, without
having taken on new debt. Simultaneously,
“safety requirements” for the nearly com-
pleted Bataan nuclear plant were suddenly
massively increased, causing delays and huge cost
overruns for the facility.

The subsequent economic downturn was blamed on
Marcos, as was the 1983 murder of opposition figure
Benigno Aquino, Jr. “Conditionalities” were imposed
for refinancing the debt—debt that was mostly ficti-
tious, unrelated to any borrowing. These included re-
peated devaluations of the peso and the scrapping of
nearly all of the Eleven Major Industrial Projects.
NGOs from the U.S. and Europe peddling “democracy”
sprung up across the country, but mostly in Manila
(even though Martial Law had been lifted in 1982).
Marcos called an early election to appease the coup
plotters and won the election easily. While much of the
urban population swallowed the lies about Marcos, he
was dearly loved by the vast majority of the poor and
disenfranchised population outside of Manila whose
livelihoods had increased enormously through his re-
forms and investments programs.

With Marcos winning the election, the coup plotters
simply declared it to be fraudulent. Shultz then re-
cruited Police General Fidel Ramos and the (well-
named) Cardinal Sin to front for a coup. Shultz had to
run the “regime-change” operation (known today as a
“color revolution”—the color in this case was yellow)
behind the back of President Ronald Reagan, who sup-
ported Marcos to the end. Shultz bragged in his autobi-
ography, Turmoil and Triumph, about hood-winking
the President in order to overthrow Marcos and move
him out of the country.
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President Marcos with U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz in 1982.

The Nature of Man

The LaRouche movement was essentially the only
international institution that exposed the criminal du-
plicity of the coup against Marcos, naming the names
of the coup plotters in Washington and their assets
within the Philippines. The western press filled page
after page of reports calling Marcos a “vile dictator,”
and labeling his wife Imelda as “spendthrift and cor-
rupt”—all lies of the sort now so familiar from the “fake
news” press.

Just as his dramatic leadership in bringing the Phil-
ippines out of economic bondage went unreported, so
also was Marcos’ vision of the nature of man and the
quality of his humanity suppressed. In his book, An Ide-
ology for Filipinos, Marcos wrote:

The Western philosophical tradition locates
man’s uniqueness in his rationality: it defines
man as a rational animal. The idea of man does
not necessarily lead to the philosophy of human-
ism, for the concept of rationality could be con-
strued mechanistically: as a movement of
thought that follows a set of inflexible princi-
ples. The Cartesian conception of reason is
mechanistic in this sense. For it regards thinking
as something that can be pursued only in one
way: beginning with clear and distinct notions,
the mind moves forward, step by step, following
only the dictates of logic. What Cartesianism
overlooks is that element of creativity so essen-
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The Divine Spark of Creative Reason

That passage captures the profound impact of
western Christian culture on the development of
the Philippines—the concept of the divine spark
of creative reason that distinguishes human
beings from the beasts, defining the nature of
man and woman as being in the living image of
God through participation in the unfolding cre-
ation of the universe. It parallels the creative in-
sight of Lyndon LaRouche’s work (with which
Marcos was familiar) in distinguishing the anti-
Christian ideology of Aristotelians—the likes of
Descartes and the British empiricists—from the
Platonists, whose teaching was consonant with
the teachings of Christ and his disciples, and en-
ergized every great era of scientific and cultural
discovery in the Western world.

In his prison writings in the 1990s, published
under the title, The Science of Christian Econ-

EIRNs/suatLewis — omy, LaRouche wrote:
Lyndon LaRouche speaking at a memorial conference honoring rocket
scientist Krafft Ehricke on June 15, 1995.

The possibility of a successful society de-

tial to the concept of human creativity, so essen-
tial to the concept of human rationality. The rec-
ognition of man’s creativity, or that impulse to
create new forms and new modes of coping with
the demands of reality, has tremendous implica-
tions—not only for a philosophy of man but also
for social policy and thus for ideology.

In a sense, we can regard the history of civi-
lization as the history of human creativity. The
so-called scientific revolutions represent man’s
disengagement from traditional modes of
thinking. The development of social institu-
tions reflects all too clearly man’s effort to re-
spond to challenges—where these challenges
carry with them their own uniqueness, render-
ing old ways inadequate for dealing with new
realities.

The humanistic thrust of our ideology pre-
cisely takes into account the fact that apart from
being rational, in the Cartesian sense of the term,
man has a gift of creativity that expresses itself
not only in his art but also in his science and
social institutions. This creativity is what makes
man truly human. In fact, it seems more appro-
priate to define man not as a rational animal, but
as a creative being.
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pends upon two conditions. First, the society
must generate scientific and technological prog-
ress; to do this, the society must have developed
in its members the disposition and capacity for
scientific progress. Second, the society must
adopt policies which cause (the physical equiva-
lent of) productive investment in scientific and
technological progress to prevail over opposi-
tion to such policies.

Thus, with certain qualifications, we must
speak now of “man the creator.” The mental-cre-
ative powers, which mankind demonstrates
through the use of scientific revolutions, to in-
crease qualitatively the potential population
density of our species, is the generality refer-
enced. This generality shows mankind to mirror
the Creator. Thus, man is designed to become
the “little creator,” the small mirror-image of the
universal Creator. The former, the “little cre-
ator,” we call the “Minimum”; the universal, the
Creator, we call the “Maximum.”

Not only is this creative power uniquely
characteristic of mankind, among all the species;
this creative power is located within the individ-
ual human personality, as a sovereign potential
contained within that individual personality.
Thus, it is the individual person who, by virtue
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of representing this sovereign power, is, individ-
ually, in the living image of the creator (imago
viva Dei).

In the frequent case, that we may think that
particular persons fail to express this living
image of God in their conduct, those persons
were born with the potential for creative reason,
even though they may have abused or rejected
that divine spark of potential within themselves.
Thus, all individual human life is sacred.

Role of China and
Confucianism

What, then, of the “image of
man” of the Chinese leadership, in
the post-Mao era? The launching of
the “socialist market economy,”
which began in 1978 under Deng
Xiaoping—in parallel with the last
years of the Marcos regime—wit-
nessed the rejection of the “Legal-
ist” and anti-Confucian ideology of
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-
lution, which had engulfed China in
a little dark age for a decade ending
in 1976.

Deng’s “reform and opening
up” included a revival of Confu-
cianism, reaching its height today

/|

Mencius in which reason is considered a potential en-
dowed by Heaven:

The ears and eyes are organs that do not think;
their perception is veiled by things. ... The mind
is an organ that thinks. If you think, you’ll grasp,
if you don’t, you won’t. This is a potential en-
dowed in us by Heaven. Once a man chooses to
stand by his greater parts, his lesser parts cannot
seize him. Being a great man is no more than
this. (Mencius, Book 6, Part 1,
Chapter 15; translation by
Robert Eno)
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For one’s thinking to be truly
creative, it must conform to a virtu-
ous desire to grasp the laws of the
universe. Mencius wrote:

Thus benevolence, righteous-
ness, propriety, and wisdom are
not infused into us from outside.
We possess them inherently; it is
simply that we do not focus our
minds on them. This is the mean-
ing of the saying, “Seek for it
and you will find it; neglect it
and you will lose it.” The reason
why some men are twice as

with Xi Jinping’s New Silk Road,
carrying the Confucian concept of
“Universal Harmony” to the rest of

Mencius (372-289 BC) further developed
the philosophy of Confucius (551-479 BC),
establishing a humanist tradition in China
paralleling that of Socrates and Plato in

good as others—or five or count-
less times better—is simply that
some men do not employ their

the world through massive infra-
structure development projects. It
was this focus on infrastructure, science and technol-
ogy, combined with universal education, both in sci-
ence and in aesthetics, which made it possible for
China to lift itself out of relative backwardness to
become the economic giant it is today, including the
incredible feat of lifting 700 million people out of
abject poverty.

These concepts have been embedded in Chinese
culture from the time of Confucius and Mencius, al-
though, like all cultures, this humanist Confucian tradi-
tion had to do battle throughout history with contrary
ideologies parallel to the western Aristotelian and ani-
mist tendencies. The Confucian focus on reason over
sense perception, in parallel with Platonist-Christian
thought, is captured in this passage from the Book of

Europe.
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endowment to the full.
The Book of Poetry says:

Heaven, in creating Mankind,

Created laws appropriate for all matters,
Such that people could grasp these laws,
And love virtue.

Confucius said: The writer of this poem cer-
tainly knew the Way of Heaven. (Mencius, Book
6, Part 1, Chapters 7-8, translation modified by
the author from that of Robert Eno)

The Belt and Road Initiative

We see in the Belt and Road Initiative, launched by
Xi Jinping in 2013, the realization of this Confucian
concept, that when one individual “grasps” a newly dis-
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covered law of the universe, this
knowledge becomes immediately
universal, accessible to mankind
as a whole, and applicable to the
advancement and harmony of all
people and all nations. The trans-
formation of China in only forty
years, from an impoverished
nation, suffering from periodic
famines, horrific political upheav-
als, and international isolation, to
a leading industrial and scientific
power, is an historic event. The
BRI is actively taking this trans-
formation process to the rest of the
world, and to the so-called “devel-
oping nations” in particular.

The LaRouche movement, both in America and in
the Philippines and worldwide, has called on President
Trump to have the United States join the BRI. Such an
action would also be a major step toward the fulfillment
of LaRouche’s strategic proposal for bringing together
the “Four Powers” of the U.S., Russia, China and India
as the minimum necessary force required to establish a
New Bretton Woods world financial system, dedicated
to the original intentions of Franklin Roosevelt at the
1944 Bretton Woods Conference.

Roosevelt’s earlier adoption of a Hamiltonian “di-
rected credit” policy had transformed America through
vast infrastructure development—roads, railroads,
water and sewage systems, hydroelectric dams, electri-
fication, schools and hospitals, and more. Following
Roosevelt’s death in 1945, his original anti-colonial in-
tention of 1944 was never fully realized, and with the
assassination of John Kennedy in 1963 and the launch-
ing of the Indochina war, together with the reversal of
Roosevelt’s New Deal financial policies, the United
States began a downward spiral, with the systemic in-
trusion of British “free market” ideology and libertar-
ian social decay.

Today it is China that has used the “American
System” method to carry out the transformation of the
nation—centralized, directed credit focused on infra-
structure, industrialization, mechanized agriculture,
and the improvement of the people’s livelihood through
health and education programs. They are now looking
to carry out the promise Roosevelt gave to the former
colonial nations as the war was ending. As FDR told
Winston Churchill to his face, FDR intended to use
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American System methods to transform those nations
that had been subjected to forced backwardness by the
European colonial powers.

China is taking up that Roosevelt promise. For the
first time in history, the former colonized nations are
being shown the path to real development, modern in-
frastructure, industrialization, and the eventual elimi-
nation of poverty.

The Potential of the Philippines

The Philippines, geographically, is the gateway to
Asia for the United States and all the nations of the
Americas. Due to the Panama Canal, this is also true for
shipping from Europe. Imelda Marcos had proposed
that an underground canal be constructed from Manila
to the eastern shore of the island of Luzon, to facilitate
an even more direct route from the Americas to China
and the nations of Southeast Asia. Others have pro-
posed a Quezon Canal across the narrowest part of
southern Luzon, just 17 km wide, as another means of
expediting shipping from the Americas to Manila and
on to mainland Asia. This was yet another project on the
Marcos agenda that was crushed by the 1986 Color
Revolution.

With the presidencies of Rodrigo Duterte and
Donald Trump, there is no reason that the United
States and China could not cooperate in realizing the
vision put forward by Duterte, to rebuild the Marcos
development legacy and go beyond as part of the Belt
and Road Initiative. Duterte calls his program,
“Build, Build, Build,” to invest in the next decade
over $180 billion on infrastructure projects to en-
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hance the productivity of the nation in both agricul-
ture and industry. It includes 75 flagship projects, in-
cluding six airports, nine railways, 32 roads and
bridges, and four seaports. There are also 10 major
water projects, five flood control facilities, and mul-
tiple irrigation systems.

His program includes four energy plants but does
not include restoration of the Bataan nuclear plant—at
least not yet. The government has held discussions with
Russia to both restore the Bataan plant and to provide
small modular nuclear reactors or floating reactors,
which would be perfect for a nation of over 7,000 is-
lands. Since the Bataan plant was fully paid for, it could
be rebuilt very cheaply, and at the same time provide
collateral for government debt to build or purchase
other reactors. Philippine LaRouche Society Chairman
Butch Valdes has spearheaded a campaign to “go nu-
clear,” and a call to re-nationalize the energy sector to
deal with the severe crisis in energy costs—one of the
highest in all of Asia—created by the sabotage of the
nuclear program and the reckless breaking up and
privatization of the energy production and distribution
system.

Duterte’s plan includes a combination of govern-
ment funding and investments from other countries, at
this point primarily China and Japan. The Philippines
ranks only 97th in the world in terms of infrastructure,
which has been a major concern holding back foreign
investment. This, again, points to the neo-colonial poli-
cies of the U.S. and Europe in refusing to invest in in-
frastructure, claiming they were leaving it to the private
sector.

Another problem in attracting foreign investment is
the lack of skilled labor. The Philippines has a relatively
well-educated population. English is taught as the pri-
mary language in the school system. But tens of thou-
sands of bright young minds have been put to work, by
primarily American multi-national companies, in dead-
end call centers, contributing nothing to the develop-
ment of their nation. Up to this point, even graduates
with engineering degrees have been forced to choose
between working in these call centers, wasting their ed-
ucation, or going overseas among the millions of over-
seas contract workers so that they could at least use
their skills, but often at the expense of breaking up their
families. The nation has depended heavily on remit-
tances from the millions of overseas workers to meet its
debt obligations.
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To succeed in his development drive, to make this
the “Golden Age of Infrastructure,” as Duterte has
called it, the government must find a way to correct
this lack of skilled labor. President Duterte addressed
this crisis directly in a speech in February: “Build,
Build, Build is a bit delayed due to a lack of workers.
There’s a lot to do here in the Philippines, but con-
struction halts due to a lack of workers—Ilike master
electrician, master carpenter, master plumber. Many
skilled workers are no longer here in the Philippines
but have gone to the Middle East [as contracted over-
seas workers].”

Enter the Belt and Road

Japan, unlike the United States, has never given up
on government-supported investments in building in-
frastructure abroad. Japan is now building a desperately
needed urban transit system in the heavily congested
capital city of Manila. Now, with the addition of China
as a major investor, through Duterte having brought his
country into the Belt and Road Initiative, the potential
for a rapid and dramatic transformation of the country
has been created.

After a series of meetings between President Duterte
and several of his cabinet secretaries with President Xi
Jinping and Chinese ministers, beginning soon after his
2016 election, China has fully engaged in the “Build,
Build, Build” program. A Six-Year Development Pro-
gram for Trade and Economic Cooperation was signed
with China in March 2017. In November 2018, Presi-
dent Xi visited the Philippines and signed 29 coopera-
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tive agreements, and lifted
ties to the level of “Compre-
hensive Strategic Coopera-
tion.” As reported in the
Schiller Institute’s 2018 Spe-
cial Report, The New Silk
Road Becomes the World
Land-Bridge, Vol. 2:

In September 2017, a del-
egation under Duterte’s
Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez visited Bei-
jing, where it arranged a
set of infrastructure
projects in two phases.
The first phase includes
two major bridges in

Bild.gov.ph

Manila.... Other priori-  The NLEX-SLEX Connector Road in Manila, now under construction as part of the “Build
ties are a major dam and  Build Build” program, being funded within the Philippines, with estimated completion in 2121.

water control project to

supply water to Manila; a Chico River irrigation
system in the north of Luzon; an elevated ex-
pressway in Davao City (Duterte’s home town)
in Mindanao; an industrial park; two drug rehab
centers; bridges connecting islands in the Vi-
sayas; an agricultural technical center; the re-
construction of Marawi, the city in Mindanao
that was seized by ISIS-linked terrorists in May
2017.

Many of the proposed projects have been
on the books for decades, with promises from
the World Bank and others that never material-
ized. These new projects will likely be funded
by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank,
China’s Exim Bank, or China’s Silk Road
Fund, perhaps with support from the Asian De-
velopment Bank.... Chinese private sector
companies are opening up new investments in
the country, in infrastructure projects and in
manufacturing, including aviation, energy,
iron and steel, and shipbuilding. China’s Huili
Investment Fund Management Company is
planning a $2 billion world-class integrated
steel mill, while Liaoning Bora is launching a
joint venture in oil refineries and an oil storage
terminal, worth $3 billion. The Duterte govern-
ment is open to renewing joint oil and gas ex-
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ploration with China in the South China Sea,
now that both sides have returned to the earlier
policy of Deng Xiaoping—that sovereignty
issues should be put aside while the two na-
tions cooperate in joint development.

The Visible Hand

Two major rail projects are now underway: a high-
speed rail connection between Manila and the former
Clark Air Base, 58 miles north of Manila; and a rail
line south from Manila to Quezon Province. A new
international airport is to be constructed at Clark, re-
lieving the overcrowding at the current Manila air-
ports.

Other grand projects are in the pipeline. Two Chi-
nese companies have contracted with the province of
Cagayan in northern Luzon to build a research center
and factory to build medium and high-speed maglev
trains. A major ring-road rail line in Mindanao is being
developed in sections.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro Locsin visited China in
March of this year, where he issued a statement that
captures the optimism for the future that is being in-
spired by the spirit of the New Silk Road in the Philip-
pines:

I speak for my country, which wants to see much
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to hope for, and nothing to fear, from the rise of
a new power.... Without the new China there
will be no prospect whatsoever for the develop-
ing world to grow into emerging economies. We
would still be as we were throughout the second
half of the last century. We were at the mercy of
Western markets which on a whim can turn us
away as they did throughout the post- and neo-
colonial period. There is no propulsion as strong
as people power, but it demands the direction of
a single hand. That hand is absent in Western de-
mocracy. That direction the Communist Party
has supplied. No other institution anywhere in
the world could do it.

The Role of the United States

There is no political, economic, or strategic reason
that the United States should not, or could not, join fully
in the global transformation that is taking place under
the auspices of the Chinese-initiated Belt and Road Ini-
tiative. It is only ideological capitulation to the Anglo-
Dutch liberal system that holds America back, sacrific-
ing the American System on the Altar of Empire, against
which we fought a Revolutionary War, a Civil War, and
the Second World War, under the genius of true Ameri-
can thinkers: Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton,
Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin Roosevelt. The genius
of Lyndon LaRouche was to locate that profound con-
flict between the American System and Anglo-Dutch
liberal system as a conflict between human creativity
and human subjugation—between creative freedom in
the discovery of new truths about man and nature, as
opposed to the submission of the Rights of Man to an
oligarchical elite.

The same British-allied networks within the United
States that carried out the coup against President
Marcos, behind the back of President Reagan, and over-
saw the destruction of the Philippine economy, are now
fomenting the hysterical campaign against China and
Russia, determined to prevent President Trump from
realizing his oft-stated belief that having friendly rela-
tions with Russia and China is “a good thing, not a bad
thing.”

There are over 3.5 million people of Philippine de-
scent living in the United States. There are many Amer-
icans—including some in government, academia and
the think tanks—who have good will towards the Phil-
ippine nation and its people. There is no justification for
the American business community to be restrained
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from participation in the booming development process
being unleashed in the Philippines, and worldwide,
through the Belt and Road Initiative. Breaking the
deadlock preventing U.S. participation in this process
is both necessary and urgent if the world is to have a
future of peace and development, rather than a descent
into war and depression. Let Operation Marcos break
that deadlock.

From An Ideology for Filipinos,
by Ferdinand Marcos

Titles for the excerpts have been added.

The Nature of Scientific Discovery

As soon as new experiences emerge which a scien-
tific theory cannot account for, we begin to doubt the
theory’s adequacy. If scientific theories are taken to be
tentative, it is only because the scientists realize their
limitations; or better still, scientists know only too well
that nature may unfold in a manner they have not an-
ticipated. If we insist that science should consist of no
less than permanent truths, then it will cease to be useful
to us in dealing with nature. For science then would be
blind to those features of reality that tend to throw doubt
on the presumed truths.

Man’s Potential

The egalitarian ideal has a related presupposition
about the nature of man. It assumes that each human
being (disallowing individuals with natural or congeni-
tal disabilities) has the same potential as another to de-
velop himself, and thus to achieve the full measure of
his humanity. What prevents a man from achieving his
full potential is precisely an institutional arrangement
that denies him, but not others, those opportunities that
would enable him to realize himself.

Human Rights: Economic and Political

A question that relates to this is whether in fact our
people are as much concerned with political rights as
those who have made it their business to profess them.
Is it possible that the question of political rights looms
large only in the minds of a small sector of the national
community—those who use the issue of political rights
for purposes of gaining political power—but for the
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masses of Filipinos themselves, the primordial concern
is the economic right to survive with dignity?

Martial Law and Democracy

The opposition to martial law came from the Fili-
pino oligarchy, which sensed belatedly that behind
the martial law government’s effort to quell a rebel-
lion was the resolve to reorganize the whole national
society so that wealth and opportunities could be
more equitably distributed. Allied with the oligarchy
was the intellectual elite, itself oriented to power, who
saw in martial law the diminution of its sphere of in-
fluence. The Americans themselves worried a great
deal about martial law, for to them it represented a
break from the democratic tradition. But what has not
been properly emphasized is that the so-called demo-
cratic ideals are not exhausted in the political process;
that in addition to those political rights, which the
democratic tradition is known to uphold, economic
rights deserve as much, if not more, attention by the
government.

Oligarchy

An essential presupposition here is government’s
awakening to the awareness that much of its power has
been taken over by a small, but powerful, segment of
society. Responding to the moral imperative that its
only justification for existence is to serve the interests
of all, such an awakened government may take the ini-
tiative to free itself from the grip of the oligarchy and to
secure its autonomy. Again, this is not just another theo-
retical possibility for Filipinos. It is at the heart of our
own democratic revolution.

On the Public and Private Sectors

We shall continue to adhere to a free enterprise
economy, where the private sector shall remain our
principle engine for economic growth and prosperity.
We assert that only through the creative imagination of
private initiative can the full flowering of economic de-
velopment be achieved. Government will interfere only
in those areas of economic activity where great risks are
involved or private resources are inadequate to meet the
demands for greater productivity.

Political Non-Alliance

We seek understanding and friendship with all na-
tions irrespective of race, color, or ideology. We shall
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refuse to be pawns in the quarrels of the strong. We
shall never allow intervention in the solution of our in-
ternal problems.

On the American Colonization

The coming of the Americans is often represented as
the beginning of our political democratization; but this
is more fancy than fact. The Americans first set up a
military government that had to worry initially about
the Filipino armed resistance. This armed resistance
carried over the Filipino revolution against Spanish
rule. Like their colonial predecessor, the Americans
found it convenient to ally themselves with the prevail-
ing power structure—the Filipino oligarchy. In an im-
portant sense, therefore, the Americans legitimized the
power of this oligarchy.

Representative Democracy

The type of “representative democracy” introduced
into the Philippines by the United States found itself in
amost inhospitable environment . .. [America’s] people
were skilled migrants from Europe. And the “represen-
tative democracy” that found formal expression in the
American Constitution came from hundreds of years of
practice. In tragic contrast, Philippine society was still
imbued with tribalism and regionalism.... As an effec-
tive medium of our people’s aspirations, in fact, “repre-
sentative democracy” was dying well before the crisis
of 1972 [the year martial law was imposed—ed.]. It
simply could not survive—given a rapacious oligarchy
and an electorate, enfeebled by poverty, open to corrup-
tion.

On Democracy

Democracy is the formulation of a national consen-
sus on basic, guiding principles, born of free and re-
sponsible discussion. Let us note this phrase well: dis-
cussion, not only free, because mere freedom can lead
to chaos, but responsible as well.

Being a Citizen of the World

Basic knowledge must be supplemented by the mo-
tivation to see and understand the world, to develop
one’s faculties of observation and judgement, to culti-
vate the critical spirit, and to cultivate a sense of re-
sponsibility for others. We must, therefore, emphasize
cooperative effort over competition and collective over
individual goals.
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