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economy. Scientific research and development 
result in new products and industries, and are 
able to make a vital contribution to tackling cur-
rent social and economic challenges facing our 
countries. . . . What can Russia offer today in 
terms of developing science and education in 
Africa, particularly as part of the African Union’s 
Agenda 2063? What new opportunities does co-
operation in science and education with coun-
tries of the African continent present to Russia?

More than 500 Deals Signed
At the end of the Summit, according to Russian 

presidential adviser Anton Kobyakov, “the number of 
signed agreements, memorandums, and contracts is 
more than 500; the overall worth of only those that we 
know about at this moment is more than 800 billion 
rubles. This is a little more than $12 billion. But the 
meetings continue,” Sputnik reported.

Earlier, Russia announced it is writing off more than 
$20 billion in debt that African countries accumulated 
during the Soviet era. “It was not only an act of gener-
osity, but also a manifestation of pragmatism, because 
many of the African states were not able to pay interest 
on these loans,” Putin told Tass on the eve of the summit.

While Russia’s relationship to Africa cannot be re-
duced to security matters, this is an important aspect of 
the partnership. Africa suffers badly from the spread of 
weapons and terrorism caused by the Obama-Sarkozy 
criminal military expedition against Gaddafi’s Libya. 
Now Russia is said to have the intention to use its par-
ticular expertise in this matter to help the continent fight 
against the evil of Boko Haram. Russia is Africa’s larg-
est arms supplier, and Putin noted that its military coop-
eration extends presently to more than 30 African na-
tions, and Russia could expand its training programs to 
military and security personnel. Nigeria, Africa’s most 
populous nation, agreed to renew a lapsed military co-
operation agreement with Moscow while at the same 
time establishing a joint venture between Nigeria’s 
public oil company and Russia’s Lukoil for deep off-
shore prospecting.

In his concluding statements, Putin expressed joy 
and hailed the Summit as “historic”: “This event really 
opened a new page in relations between Russia and the 
States of the African Continent,” he said. A sentiment 
shared by his African partners. South African Interna-
tional Relations Minister Naledi Pandor told the South 

African Daily Maverick:

We’re very clear; our big message is that we’re 
ready for investment; we’re ready for partner-
ship. We want partnerships that are real, that will 
support us in advancing the objectives we have 
set for ourselves. I think the summit fits in with 
our president’s and our country’s objectives in 
the three or four key areas: first is our objective 
in greater economic growth and job creation; the 
second would be investing in sectors such as the 
marine economy, advancing innovation and 
technology development.

Perhaps as many as a hundred South African com-
panies had registered for the Russia-Africa Economic 
Forum.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa com-
mented, “What stands Russia in good stead in the eyes 
of many African countries is that Russia was never a 
colonial power.”

Russia Offers Africa 
‘Atoms for Peace’

Oct. 25—On October 23, the Russia-Africa Economic 
Forum in Sochi hosted a special panel discussion on the 
“Contribution of Nuclear Technologies in the Develop-
ment of Africa,” with the participation of Director Gen-
eral of Rosatom, Alexey Likhachev.

This was one of the key topics of the forum’s busi-
ness program. Likhachev discussed the capabilities of 
nuclear technologies, and their potential roles in the de-
velopment of the continent, with other session partici-
pants, including the IAEA Deputy Director General and 
Head of the its Department of Nuclear Sciences and 
Applications, Najat Mokhtar; the head of the Zambia 
Atomic Energy Agency, Roland Msiska; the Minister 
of Infrastructure of the Republic of Rwanda, Claver 
Gatete; the Minister of Innovation and Technology of 
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Getahun 
Mekuria Kuma; and other representatives of relevant 
ministries and corporations.

The stark reality is that Africa is in dire need of 
energy: 48 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa together 
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produce as much energy as a single European coun-
try—Spain. That means that every other African has no 
access to electricity. According to the Global Energy 
Architecture Performance Index Report for 2017, only 
five African countries have 100% electrification, all of 
them in North Africa: Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, 
and Morocco. South Africa follows immediately after 
at 85%. Then come Ghana, 64%; Senegal, 57%; Ivory 
Coast, 56; and Nigeria, 56%. According to World Bank 
reports, access to electricity is 20% in Burkina Faso, 
16% in Niger, 14% in the Central African Republic, and 
9% in Chad.

Rosatom has been active in Africa for some time, 
wrote Vanand Meliksetian, an adviser to the Nether-
lands on energy, in a May 15 article published by Oil-
Price.com:

Recently, Moscow has set its eyes on Africa 
where most states have either already struck a 
deal with the Kremlin or are considering one. . . . 
The Russian deal is particularly appealing to 
countries lacking nuclear know-how due to 
Moscow’s comprehensive offer regarding fi-
nancing, construction, and operation of the fa-
cilities. Currently, Rosatom is experimenting 
with a contract known as “build-own-operate,” 
under which ownership of the plant remains in 
Russian hands while energy is sold to the host 
country. This new type of contract is appealing 
to several African states who lack the means to 
finance construction. In some instances, the 
mineral resources of host countries could func-
tion as a deposit for any liability comparable to 

Moscow’s “arms-for-platinum” deal 
with Zimbabwe worth $3 billion.

On October 15, in anticipation of the 
Sochi summit, Likhachev had said,

The creation and development of the 
nuclear industry on the African conti-
nent will not only solve the problem of 
the energy crisis, but also change the 
standard of living, providing full access 
to public health services, and increas-
ing the level of education and food se-
curity. We see a great interest on the 
part of African countries in creating 

new ties for further technological development. 
Moreover, we are ready to discuss all possible 
options for cooperation on the continent. I am 
sure that Russian-African nuclear projects will 
have a great future

The forum in Sochi was prepared for by a confer-
ence in Nairobi, Kenya one week before, featuring of-
ficials of Rosatom and more than 150 energy and nu-
clear professionals. Representatives were present from 
African countries that are already implementing pro-
grams for developing nuclear technologies, such as 
Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, Rwanda, Zambia, 
Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and Ghana, or are planning to do 
so, such as Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Niger, Tanzania, and 
Tunisia. Also present, of course, was South Africa, 
which already has Africa’s only two functioning nu-
clear power reactors, but has only this month confirmed 
that it will now build small, modular reactors as its nu-
clear next generation.

Speaking in Nairobi, Dmitry Shornikov, CEO of 
Rosatom Central and Southern Africa, emphasized the 
advantages of joining the atomic club through creating 
nuclear industries in new countries, and gave an over-
view of projects with the maximum positive effect on 
industrial development, enhancing the quality of life, 
and developing the “knowledge economy.”

He said:

We are the only ones in the world who are fully 
vertically integrated in absolutely every segment 
of the nuclear value chain. We utilize this com-
petitive advantage to create additional value by 
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providing full support for the na-
tional nuclear energy program of 
the customer country at all its 
stages and provide access to the 
entire line of products and ser-
vices throughout the entire life of 
a nuclear power plant from a 
single supplier.

At this point, aside from Russia, 
only two countries are in a position to 
contribute to Africa’s energy devel-
opment—China and France. France’s 
crisis in its own nuclear sector, in the 
wake of incompetent decisions by 
recent governments and 
continuing pressure by Eu-
rope’s Malthusian green fi-
nancial lobby, rules it out, 
unless it goes through a real 
change.

Russia, Egypt to 
Accelerate Industrial 
and Nuclear Projects

In their opening greet-
ings, both co-chairmen of 
the Sochi summit, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and Egypt’s President Egypt 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, em-
phasized the importance of 
moving forward on the “am-
bitious” nuclear and indus-
trial zone projects the two countries are working on. 
Putin reported to el-Sisi that, when visiting the United 
Arab Emirates last week, he had briefed officials on 
these Russian-Egyptian plans, and they “became ex-
tremely interested in our joint project and will also 
think of how to become involved in our joint industrial 
development plans.”

El-Sisi pressed for these projects to be moved for-
ward quickly, with the same “get it done now” approach 
he had applied with such success in the Suez Canal ex-
pansion. Egypt wants to accelerate the process of set-
ting up the Russian Industrial Zone in the Suez Canal 
Economic Zone by “resolving all outstanding prob-
lems, so that Russian companies and enterprises come 
to Egypt, register and start working there.” Likewise 

for the nuclear power plant, 
Egypt “strongly hope[s] that 
all topics related to this proj-
ect will be settled without 
delay, so that we can start 
implementing the project in 
accordance with the signed 
contract.”

El-Sisi then invited Putin 
to visit Egypt again for the 
ground-breaking ceremony 
of the nuclear power project 

and the signing of the contract for the Russian Indus-
trial Zone.

El-Sisi took the occasion to thank Putin for holding 
this first Russian-African Summit. He referenced Rus-
sia’s long history of good relations with the whole con-
tinent, starting with its support for the African libera-
tion movement. Russia has proved a “reliable partner,” 
he said, and—

We hope very much that Russia will be working 
in Africa in all spheres and fields, including in 
that of the development, as well as in the financ-
ing, of infrastructure projects on the continent, 
and in particular in energy and road construc-
tion.
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Presidents al-Sisi (left) and 
Putin, in their opening remarks 
to the Summit, emphasized the 
acceleration of industrial and 
nuclear power projects.


