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This is the edited version of an excerpt from a pre-
sentation by Mr. LaRouche in Queens, New York in 
June 2003. A video of that presentation, which was 
broadcast as part of the June 8, 2019 memorial for 
Lyndon LaRouche in New York City, is available here.

Friends, if you look around the world today, you 
have two pictures, one, a fearful one, the spread of war, 
the threat of war, terror. On the other hand, in Asia in 
particular, Eurasia in general, there’s a new movement, 
a new cooperation among the nations of Asia, steps 
toward cooperation: Pakistan, India, China, Southeast 
Asia, Iran, nations of central Asia, Russia, moving 
toward Europe. The world is in a great crisis, a great 
economic crisis. The financial system is in danger of 
collapse, and will collapse. But we can fix that. Govern-
ments have the power to fix those kinds of problems, 
and life will go on. The problem is, above all, the mind 
of the people of the world.

The other aspect which is important as I see it, 
around the world today, is pessimism. In the United 
States there is great pessimism; there’s an affliction of 
pessimism in politics. What we sometimes call corrup-
tion in politics, and it is corruption, is a fruit of pessi-

mism. People say you can’t put the toothpaste back in 
the tube; you can’t change the way things are going; 
you can’t improve the political system; you can’t solve 
the problems; you’ve got to learn to live with the prob-

lems—pessimism. And pessimism leads to corruption. 
And around the world, the same problem—pessimism, 
pessimism in Africa, especially in black Africa, pessi-
mism in Europe, pessimism in Eastern Europe, and less 
so in China. China is more confident, but fear in Korea, 
fear of what might happen, fear in Japan.
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So, the most important thing, in my view, in my ex-
perience in leadership, is optimism, not arbitrary opti-
mism, not false optimism, but knowledgeable opti-
mism. The knowledge that we can, if we will, do the 
things that have to be done.

I know that in the period of World War II, when the 
United States had gone through a great period of pessi-
mism in the 1920s and early 1930s, we began to come 
out of that pessimism during the period of the 1930s 
and the war. We were able to meet the challenge of war 
and the challenge of the hope of peace, which Roos-
evelt represented, because there was optimism in the 
people. I saw things happen in wartime, under wartime 
conditions, which expressed optimism. People would 
do what they thought was impossible, because they 
were optimistic.

I’m confident that the United States can change. It 
can change from what it is now. It can change quickly. 
What we’re doing now is wrong, but it can change. It 
doesn’t have to go on like this. And I’m determined to 
bring that change about. And being an older man, I have 

nothing to fear, and therefore, I can go ahead and do it, 
or try to do it at least. But I think one should not be pes-
simistic. I know what goes on in the United States, I 
know the persecution of so-called minority groups. I 
know the persecution of Islamic populations, or people 
from Islamic backgrounds. This is a melting pot coun-
try, we have everybody in this country.

This is not a country of Anglo-Saxons, it’s a melting 
pot nation from all parts of the world. Chinese, Koreans, 
Mexican-Americans, Spanish-speaking Americans of 
all kinds, all branches of Europe, Turkey, the Middle 
East, Egypt—they’re all here. This is a melting pot coun-
try in which the richness of the country is the fact that 
we’re a melting pot country. We live together, and by 
living together with different cultures and backgrounds, 
we have an understanding of what peace means. It means 
we’re united by a common purpose to create a society 
and a world that works in a certain way. I’m convinced 
we can do it, and I’m convinced that you should be opti-
mistic, too, with me. I think we can change this. I’m de-
termined to change it. I think we can succeed.

Mobilize the ‘Spirit of the Elbe’ To Meet 
The Great Challenges of this Century

by Helga Zepp-LaRouche

This is the edited transcript of opening remarks of 
Mrs. Zepp-LaRouche, the founder and President of the 
Schiller Institute. She spoke to the May 9 conference 
from Germany. Subheads and embedded links have 
been added. A video of her presentation is available 
here.

I greet all of you on this day which marks both the 
end of World War II and the defeat of National Social-
ism.

It is actually high time for a very deep reflection, 
much deeper than people usually have. Especially in 
times of an amazing historical amnesia, when the ques-
tion of war is almost not present in the minds of people; 
at least not in the way they should be thinking about it. 
Those who had the experience of World War II are get-
ting old, and only a few are still alive. For many young 
people, world wars are not an issue at all, and for the 
United States, in any case, wars since the Civil War 
have always been wars somewhere else, not on Ameri-

can territory. So, you have a population which is almost 
sleep-walking into the danger of a new world war.

It is therefore of existential importance that we 
try—despite the fact that our moderator Dennis Speed 
is right when he says we have to approach life with a 
sense of optimism—in light of the realities of this world 
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