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Feb. 15—As leader of the movement in South Africa of the 
late American statesman and economist, Lyndon La-
Rouche, I hereby issue a call for an emergency global mo-
bilization to save as many Africans as possible from the 
combined existential threats of the emerging coronavirus 
pandemic,1 the Desert Locust upsurge in East Africa, and 
the starvation conditions developing in Southern Africa 
as the result of intense poverty and the worst drought in 
decades, perhaps in a century, which began in 2018.

I lend my support, and urge others to do so as well, 

to the call for an emergency summit of the leaders of the 
world’s three most powerful nations—President Donald 
Trump of the United States, President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia, and President Xi Jinping of China—issued by 
Schiller Institute President Helga Zepp-LaRouche.2 
Mrs. LaRouche issued that urgent, January 3 call for the 
three leaders to meet to seek a de-escalation of tensions 
that have sent the world careening toward a potential 

1. For a recent article on the coronavirus outbreak, see “Act on the 
Novel Coronavirus Immediately!” by Debra H. Freeman, DrPH, Execu-
tive Intelligence Review, February 7, 2020, pp. 15-19.
2. https://larouchepac.com/sites/default/files/20200103-helga-state-
ment-soleimani.pdf

thermonuclear confrontation. The emergence of the 
coronavirus pandemic threat makes such a meeting 
even more urgent.

I have recently seen reports of the starvation condi-
tions developing from the drought in Southern Africa, 
including in economically ravaged Zimbabwe, Mo-
zambique, Angola and other nearby countries; this has 
led, according to reports, to a sharp rise in child prosti-
tution, as youngsters offer sex in exchange for as little 
as R4.60, or U.S. 31 cents, in an attempt to secure bread 

for their starving families.3 Such reports should, in 
themselves, sadden the hearts of caring people around 
the globe. But when these conditions in Southern Africa 
are concurrent with the obliteration of crops in East 
Africa by the Desert Locust upsurge, the combined ef-
fects are even more alarming. The locust upsurge may 
rise to the plague level, and the locusts may spread to 
the Sahel, and West and North Africa.4

3. https://www.iol.co.za/news/africa/girls-sell-sex-for-less-than-the-
cost-of-bread-to-survive-hunger-crisis-in-africa-41837637
4. See “Locust Swarms Devour Nations: Time for Emergency Solu-
tions!” by Janet G. West, in Executive Intelligence Review, February 14, 
2020, pp. 59-64.
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I strongly support the call of Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni for action against the locust invasion 
and support his leadership by example. President Mu-
seveni’s government is hiring civilians to work on the 
ground in spraying teams led by soldiers, and is buying 
airplanes for aerial spraying.

The UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) reported 
on January 16 that “A record 45 million people . . . in the 
16-nation Southern African Development Community 
are gravely food insecure following repeated drought, 
widespread flooding and economic disarray.” Lola Castro, 
WFP’s Regional Director for Southern Africa, added, 
“This hunger crisis is on a scale we’ve not seen before and 
the evidence shows it’s going to get worse.”5 The number 
of people under threat is much more than the WFP’s 45 
million figure of those currently suffering. Indeed, that 
figure may itself be a serious understatement.6

Add Coronavirus to Malnutrition
Malnutrition, while less intense than starvation, 

stunts the physical and mental development of the very 
young, permanently. It weakens the immune systems of 
all, contributing to the spread of disease and an in-
creased death rate from disease.

When malnutrition is then examined in the context of 
Africa’s woefully inadequate healthcare systems, it is easy 
to see that when the coronavirus reaches our continent—
which it soon will—the pandemic will have the potential 
to quickly spread death. Unless there is a major interven-
tion of a fully mobilized global community, it will 
happen, even in a more advanced economy like my own.

Again, it is impossible to envision for Africa the 
type of heroic public health measures undertaken by 
China to try to limit the spread of the virus in that coun-

5. https://www.wfp.org/news/southern-africa-throes-climate-emer-
gency-45-million-people-facing-hunger-across-region
6. Published reports of other aid agencies also spell out this picture. 
Some of their findings follow.

In Mozambique, according to ActionAid, 715,000 hectares of rice 
and maize in the country’s breadbasket region were devastated in March 
2019, just weeks before harvest, by Cyclone Idai and its accompanying 
tropical storm and flooding. Weeks later, a second cyclone hit. Then, 
drought followed.

On November 7, 2019, World Vision’s Director for Humanitarian 
Emergencies in Angola, Robert Bulten, was already reporting that “Chil-
dren are barely eating one meal a day [in Angola]. Our staff, who worked 
in Angola just after the Civil War say they have never seen hunger and 
malnutrition on this scale.” The 26-year Civil War ended in 2002.

According to the aid agency Plan International, reporting on Febru-
ary 10, 2020, “Across the Southern Africa region there are now 14.4 mil-
lion people facing acute levels of hunger, compared to 6 million at the 
same time in 2018.” “Acute hunger” is a polite expression for starvation.

try without massive, coordinated external input. Yet, 
were we to start immediately to seriously address the 
crisis, we could save the lives of an enormous number 
of my fellow Africans.

It is no surprise that I have heard nothing from the 
global environmentalist movement about this crisis that 
threatens so many millions of lives here in Africa and 
elsewhere. Perhaps these immoral Malthusians—like 
His Royal Virus Prince Philip, the consort of the Queen 
of England—actually welcome these scourges as a way 
to “cull the human herd,” for they have argued in favor 
of genocidal population reduction. Had this health 
emergency threatened only animals instead of both 
human beings and animals, Prince Philip’s Worldwide 
Fund for Nature would no doubt have already issued a 
call for global action. Instead, silence.

Prince Philip made his view clear in August 1988, 
when the German Press Agency reported his statement 
that, “In the event that I am reincarnated, I would like to 
return as a deadly virus, in order to contribute some-
thing to solve overpopulation.”7

To those who might say I am being alarmist—that 
we should delay, and wait and see what transpires—I 
say: You are playing dangerously with the lives of 
countless numbers of Africans who are either currently 
productive and otherwise useful citizens, or could 
become so, whose survival—by prompt coordinated 
actions, on many fronts—might be ensured. How would 
their (avoidable) deaths help Southern Africa?

I especially appeal to U.S. President Donald Trump, 
who has professed to be a friend of Africa:

Mr. President: We urgently need your leadership 
as a man who knows how to get things done, and 
who is able get others to go along. The United 
States, with its vast medical and food resources, 
is essential to the necessary effort. Your wife, 
First Lady Melania, has seen with her own eyes 
the conditions here and has shown great com-
passion for the plight of our children. We must 
save them so that they, and the world, might 
have the bright future they deserve.

I urge action now, not tomorrow. Now! The sooner 
we act, in an effective, coordinated way, the more 
people can be saved.

7. Prince Philip was simply repeating what he had already written in his 
Foreword to Fleur Cowles’ book, If I Were an Animal (London: Robin 
Clark Ltd, 1986).
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