
April 10, 2020  EIR From the Alliance to Defeat the Pandemic, a New Direction for the World Can Be Built  5

at what Jeremy Warner wrote on March 3rd in the Daily 
Telegraph, where he said that there is a benefit to the 
coronavirus. That is that it will cull the elderly. Obvi-
ously, Warner walks in the footsteps of Prince Philip, 
who in a public conference on religion said that he 
wants to be reincarnated as a deadly virus so that he can 
better help to reduce the world population. Or listen to 
Sir David King, the chief scientific advisor of both the 
Blair and Brown governments, who openly said the el-
derly must be sacrificed for the sake of the economy. 
These Malthusian views must be put in front of a new 
Nuremberg Tribunal, because it clearly applies to them 
that they knew or should have known what the conse-
quences of their policies would be on the Third World.

Even the think tank of the German Army 
(Bundeswehr), the German Institute for Defense and 
Strategic Studies, just put out the demand for a ruthless 
investigation as to why the world so blindly could slide 
into this catastrophe. Such an investigation has already 
been made. We did that over the last 50 years. Lyndon 
LaRouche, for half a century, warned exactly that this 
would happen. Also in the German Parliament, in 2012, 
in the context of the SARS pandemic, there was a sce-
nario run about a “Modi-SARS”—modified SARS—
posing a possible pandemic reaching Europe, the United 
States, and Asia. Strangely enough, they left out Africa. 
If you talk about a pandemic and you leave out Africa, 
that is very strange. But that was ignored as well.

What we now need is an unprecedented—and I 
really mean unprecedented—mobilization. I’m calling 
on all of you to join in, to build an alliance of people 
who participate in the conference of the Schiller Insti-
tute on April 25th and 26th. And I want you to reach out 
to many organizations and people in North America 
and Europe, but also in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. 
Reach out to UN organizations, to NGOs, to world 
health organizations, for only one purpose: That we 
have to gear up to build a Health Silk Road health 
system in every country. We must get a steamroller 
effect of people demanding the immediate construction 
of hospitals and ICU units. But also the production of 
food, because there is already the danger that this pan-
demic will be accompanied by a world shortage of 
food, because of the breakdown of parts of production, 
the affected people, and so forth.

Only By Burying the Casino Economy
But at the same time, if we want to build a new health 

system worldwide, it is very clear it cannot be done with 
the present casino economy. So, we will need the Four 

Laws of Lyndon LaRouche. It will be necessary to have 
a global Glass-Steagall banking separation in order to 
finance a health system in every country. We need a na-
tional bank in every country, and these national banks 
must be connected to a New Bretton Woods credit 
system. The outcome of this must also be a completely 
different set of values. Absolutely not the liberal order 
and the values of the Enlightenment that Kissinger is 
asking for, but what we need instead is a return to hu-
manist values, to the idea of mankind as one humanity. 

We put the interest of the common human species 
ahead of national interests, and we must come out of this 
with a completely New Paradigm of love for humanity 
and a new system of international relations, replacing 
confrontation through cooperation. If we all are united 
in that spirit, I think we can turn this terrible crisis into a 
chance for all of humanity to change the paradigm to 
become truly human as befits a human species.

We Are All One 
Human Race
by Hussein Askary
Southwest Asia Coordinator for the 
Schiller Institute

I’m really honored to 
be at this conference 
with all these distin-
guished speakers. I’m 
going to be a bit more 
optimistic, because there 
are certain things I’m 
going to say which you 
will realize. But without 
being complacent, and 
while we fight this pan-
demic together with full 
force, we need to take a 
step back sometimes and 
think about the positive 
aspects of the coronavirus pandemic. People might be 
surprised that there are some. There are important as-
pects.

Number one, people are gradually realizing that we 
are all one human race. This was not really self-evident 
before. The coronavirus is treating us all as equal people. 
We are now, in the words of President Xi Jinping, a true 
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community of a shared destiny. We share today the same 
destiny. The other thing the coronavirus has done is to 
expose the fateful shortcomings of the current system, 
which is dominated by the trans-Atlantic powers. It has 
also shown people what is truly valuable in terms of 
what LaRouche calls physical economy, which means 
that if you need an intensive care bed, you get it. If you 
need a specific medicine, you get it. If you need to be 
transported somewhere, you can have that possibility. 
This is something which is now taking place all over the 
world. People feel they are getting closer to other 
humans, although they are on a different continent, be-
cause we are all facing the same problem.

The situation in West Asia, or Southwest Asia gen-
erally, and in Africa, has many ironies. It’s a terrible 
situation, but the fear that there is no real health care 
system is forcing people to stay at home. They know—I 
saw a video of a person going around with a loud-
speaker in Morocco, although Morocco is more ad-
vanced than many other countries, he says on the loud-
speaker, “Stay at home! If you get sick, we only have 
aspirin in the hospital. If you get any problem, we will 
not be able to treat you, so you better stay at home.” 
That’s, in a certain sense, a disastrous situation, but at 
the same time, it’s forcing people to be careful. We 
have the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, he wrote a fantas-
tic opinion piece in the Financial Times last week, 
where he said, “In my country, and in many countries 
in Africa, drinking clean water is a luxury. So, to tell 
people to comply with the recommendation to wash 
your hands, is completely absurd.” This is the situation 
we have.

We have to think about why did that happen? Helga 
explained very clearly the criminal policy which has 
led to this situation, that countries were not allowed to 
develop. But the thing is that what we have to do now, 
as Helga said, is to look forward, work actively now to 
implement the things we need to implement. The good 
news in a certain sense is that humankind shall over-
come this crisis. We know that we as a human race have 
gone through many such catastrophic events before. 
Now the viruses like the coronavirus are very smart, but 
they are not intelligent. They take advantage of us when 
we have our guard down, when we are vulnerable. We 
made ourselves vulnerable. But we are the species 
which is intelligent. We have 1,010 ways to get these 
viruses if we use our intelligence, if we use our activity. 
But the issue is, what we will learn from this; how we 
act now, and what kind of world we need to build after 
this crisis is overcome.

Look Back to the 14th Century
In this respect, I would like to invite two gentlemen 

from the 14th century, whose works I am now revisiting 
because of a lot of downtime. The first one is Ibn Bat-
tuta. He was born in Tangier, Morocco in 1304 in the 
14th century. He was educated in theology, but at the age 
of 20, he decided to go make a pilgrimage to Mecca in 
what is today Saudi Arabia, to fulfill his duty as a 
Muslim. However, he was fascinated by the opportunity 
to meet other theologians and philosophical thinkers in 
the different cities. He was visiting in North Africa, Tu-
nisia, and Egypt; then Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and 
so on and so forth. He spent 27 years travelling around 
what was his known world then. So, instead of going 
home after the pilgrimage, he travelled for 27 years. He 
visited most parts of the world, the Caucasus, Central 
Asia, and India. He worked in India for three years as a 
judge in Delhi. Then, he went to East Asia and China.

On his way back home to North Africa after these 27 
years, he witnessed the Great Plague in 1347 and 1348. 
What he witnessed in Damascus and Jerusalem and 
Cairo and other big cities of the time, his description is 
almost identical to what we see for example in northern 
Italy, what we saw in Wuhan in the first days and weeks 
of the outbreak. So, there is very little difference be-
tween what people went through then and what we see 
today. But he survived the plague, and now we can read 
his fascinating account.

The other gentleman is Ibn Khaldun. He was born in 
1332, a couple of decades after Ibn Battuta. He is de-
scribed as the first true historiographer, a real history 
scientist. He lost both his parents in the plague; they 
died when he was 16 years old. This affected his life a 
lot. He was very well educated, and he wrote many vol-
umes about the history of the world. But his most im-
portant work is called The Introduction; this introduc-
tion to his work is in two volumes. So, this is a very 
fascinating character.

End the Cycles of Oligarchical Failures
I have certain criticisms of his method sometimes; it 

is somewhat Aristotelian. For example, in his criticism 
of historians before him, he says they are just reporting 
events as they happened. But, he says, there is no cau-
sality: they don’t mention the level of ideas and culture, 
the level of scientific, artistic, and economic productiv-
ity at the time. He says these are the things we have to 
study in history—what are the ideas and the behavior 
and habits that control a society? He is also known as 
the person who came up with the idea of a cyclical de-
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velopment of civilization; that civilizations rise and 
fall. [audio garbling] and you are mission-oriented.

 Then you get to the age of 40, people are prosper-
ous, but then they become complacent. They forget the 
importance of culture, science, art, and so on. They 
turn, like we have had in the past two or three decades, 
into a consumer society which is focussed on pleasure-
seeking. Acquiring money and profit and never paying 
attention to the development of the mind. He said in 
that sense, these societies become senile, because they 
forget how they started; they forget the reasons why 
they became great. So, in that sense, Ibn Khaldun is 
thinking like LaRouche does in a sense that history is 
not the history of events, it is the history of ideas. That’s 
the thing we learn from understanding history.

He said these societies become senile and finally col-
lapse, either by natural disaster, epidemics, or invasion by 
foreign powers. He sums up the situation during the 
plague and the aftermath in a very chilling way. He writes:

Civilization in both the East and the West was 
visited by a destructive plague which devastated 
nations and caused populations to vanish. It 
swallowed up many of the good things of civili-
zation and wiped them out. It overtook the dy-
nasties at the time of their senility, when they 
had reached the limit of their duration. It less-
ened their power and curtailed their influence. It 
weakened their authority. Their situation ap-
proached the point of annihilation and dissolu-
tion. Civilization decreased with the decrease of 
mankind [of population]. Cities and buildings 
were laid waste. Roads and way signs were 
obliterated. Settlements and mansions became 
empty, and dynasties and tribes grew weak; the 
entire inhabited world changed.

These are the words of a person who actually sur-
vived the plague. But what he is discussing is what pre-
ceded the great plague—it was the decline of civiliza-
tion. We had 200 years of the Crusades; we had the 
Mongol hordes invading from the East into the Islamic 
world. Then the Venetian banking practices, they were 
both running the Crusades as well as attempting [to con-
trol] all financial matters in the Mediterranean and the 
trade. Then, as some of my colleagues have described it 
in EIR, we had the financial and banking collapse. But 
the infrastructure of the nations was already destroyed, 
and that’s why the plague could take such a toll on the 
populations in Asia, Africa, and Europe.

So, what we have to do now, as Helga is saying, is, we 
have to relaunch civilization, basically. We have to go 
back to the best of our civilization in every country; what 
were the best times we have had? Energetic, creative, 
and mission-oriented; that’s what we need. This is the 
way we need to think. I will end with a Chinese saying, 
which President Xi Jinping repeated in a conference: 
“Never forget how you started, and you will succeed.”

Therefore, I am speaking in a tone of optimism, but 
also with the understanding of what the reality is. That’s 
why we have to act accordingly. Thank you.

A New, Higher Order of 
Human Civilization
by Jacques Cheminade

President of the French political party, 
Solidarité & Progrès

I’m very happy to be 
with you in this moment 
that challenges our hu-
manity. It is an unprece-
dented moment, an his-
torically unprecedented 
moment, but not unpre-
dictable, because Lyn-
don LaRouche had 
warned against it since 
August 15, 1971. Un-
precedented, because 
half of humanity is con-
fined at this point. We 
have been confined in 
France for three weeks, and we are going to be confined 
probably until the end of April, maybe later. So, it’s 
many weeks. Also, most of the world economy is shut 
down. You have a terrible crisis coming in the auto in-
dustry, oil industry, agriculture—the whole foodstuffs 
question—and the service sector, obviously. In this 
condition, the world that comes after is not going to be 
back to normal. It is this normal world of the last 50 
years, mainly since August 15, 1971, that has generated 
the present situation. It was normally destructive.

At this point, either we are thrown into chaos, de-
struction, and a murderous Malthusian universe, or we 
change it. And that is what we are doing with the up-
coming April 25-26 international Schiller Institute con-
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