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velopment of civilization; that civilizations rise and 
fall. [audio garbling] and you are mission-oriented.

 Then you get to the age of 40, people are prosper-
ous, but then they become complacent. They forget the 
importance of culture, science, art, and so on. They 
turn, like we have had in the past two or three decades, 
into a consumer society which is focussed on pleasure-
seeking. Acquiring money and profit and never paying 
attention to the development of the mind. He said in 
that sense, these societies become senile, because they 
forget how they started; they forget the reasons why 
they became great. So, in that sense, Ibn Khaldun is 
thinking like LaRouche does in a sense that history is 
not the history of events, it is the history of ideas. That’s 
the thing we learn from understanding history.

He said these societies become senile and finally col-
lapse, either by natural disaster, epidemics, or invasion by 
foreign powers. He sums up the situation during the 
plague and the aftermath in a very chilling way. He writes:

Civilization in both the East and the West was 
visited by a destructive plague which devastated 
nations and caused populations to vanish. It 
swallowed up many of the good things of civili-
zation and wiped them out. It overtook the dy-
nasties at the time of their senility, when they 
had reached the limit of their duration. It less-
ened their power and curtailed their influence. It 
weakened their authority. Their situation ap-
proached the point of annihilation and dissolu-
tion. Civilization decreased with the decrease of 
mankind [of population]. Cities and buildings 
were laid waste. Roads and way signs were 
obliterated. Settlements and mansions became 
empty, and dynasties and tribes grew weak; the 
entire inhabited world changed.

These are the words of a person who actually sur-
vived the plague. But what he is discussing is what pre-
ceded the great plague—it was the decline of civiliza-
tion. We had 200 years of the Crusades; we had the 
Mongol hordes invading from the East into the Islamic 
world. Then the Venetian banking practices, they were 
both running the Crusades as well as attempting [to con-
trol] all financial matters in the Mediterranean and the 
trade. Then, as some of my colleagues have described it 
in EIR, we had the financial and banking collapse. But 
the infrastructure of the nations was already destroyed, 
and that’s why the plague could take such a toll on the 
populations in Asia, Africa, and Europe.

So, what we have to do now, as Helga is saying, is, we 
have to relaunch civilization, basically. We have to go 
back to the best of our civilization in every country; what 
were the best times we have had? Energetic, creative, 
and mission-oriented; that’s what we need. This is the 
way we need to think. I will end with a Chinese saying, 
which President Xi Jinping repeated in a conference: 
“Never forget how you started, and you will succeed.”

Therefore, I am speaking in a tone of optimism, but 
also with the understanding of what the reality is. That’s 
why we have to act accordingly. Thank you.
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I’m very happy to be 
with you in this moment 
that challenges our hu-
manity. It is an unprece-
dented moment, an his-
torically unprecedented 
moment, but not unpre-
dictable, because Lyn-
don LaRouche had 
warned against it since 
August 15, 1971. Un-
precedented, because 
half of humanity is con-
fined at this point. We 
have been confined in 
France for three weeks, and we are going to be confined 
probably until the end of April, maybe later. So, it’s 
many weeks. Also, most of the world economy is shut 
down. You have a terrible crisis coming in the auto in-
dustry, oil industry, agriculture—the whole foodstuffs 
question—and the service sector, obviously. In this 
condition, the world that comes after is not going to be 
back to normal. It is this normal world of the last 50 
years, mainly since August 15, 1971, that has generated 
the present situation. It was normally destructive.

At this point, either we are thrown into chaos, de-
struction, and a murderous Malthusian universe, or we 
change it. And that is what we are doing with the up-
coming April 25-26 international Schiller Institute con-
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ference. It is time to throw away the axioms and habits 
of the past world and build a new one; a world dedi-
cated to the generations to come, and to the common 
good of us all. In that sense, as was said before, the 
coronavirus pandemic is the opportunity of our lives—
the moment for which Lyndon LaRouche has prepared 
us since 1971 to 1974.

It was 1971 when he said that the financial deregula-
tion and cultural degeneration were going to create the 
conditions for an economic and cultural collapse, which 
would generate world pandemics. Then, in 1974, when 
he created the Biological Holocaust Taskforce. Now the 
whole world is in the state that LaRouche forecast, and 
it is our moment to grasp, as Beethoven once said, it is 
moment to grasp fate with our teeth; to grasp destiny 
with our teeth.

We Have to Change Society
For that, we have to change our society, and the in-

dividuals that are part of this society, to re-establish the 
immune systems of both the society and the individual. 
The human immune system is connected with both the 
emotion of life and the emotion of the mind—the mind 
of nations as well as the minds of each of us individuals 
composing those nations. This means to prevail over 
three interconnected enemies—the financial dictator-
ship of the British Empire and its allies in the world, all 
bureaucracies organized to serve the Empire, and our 
self-destructive inactions generated by the social cul-
tural system of the Empire, generating within ourselves, 
which has generated what I would call a voluntary 
bondage. Our complicity from inside, from a fear of 
being exposed, or a hunger for rewards.

Lyndon LaRouche has polemicized against the 
many different ideologies that generate individual im-
potence, so as help us free ourselves from our shackles, 
and create a universal living chorus. Here again, the 
pandemic is an opportunity to deal with it. We are at 
home; we have time to listen to the best of Classical 
music, to read the best philosophers, and read and 
reread the wise writings of Lyndon LaRouche in order 
to proceed to what the first Christians called an exami-
nation of conscience. To communicate through the in-
ternet, as Schiller Institute NYC Chorus Director Diane 
Sare is organizing in the United States and beyond, to 
sing together the tribute for our human future. 

We have to spread within ourselves the germs and 
challenges of creativity, not for creativity to please our-
selves, but rather to be ready to organize during the pan-
demic, and above all, to fight for a better world; to seize 

this opportunity to change the world. For that, we need 
to act as a unified whole, as a symphony of civilization. 
Or better said, a symphonic civilization. In that sense, 
each of our sovereign nations is not a population, but it 
is an inner creative force in action.

What have our governments done until now? Some 
have been criminal by action—generally the British 
government; others by omission—a benign criminal 
neglect. Within each nation, we have to act as one unity 
universally, and all the world nations should also act as 
one.

Let me remind you of something. During the Spanish 
flu, from 1917 to 1919, tens of millions of people died in 
the whole world. Why? Because there was no interna-
tionally organized mobilization to fight the flu. Inside 
every country, the state left the responsibility of a fight to 
the decentralized agencies, the Aristotelian approach that 
the sum of initiatives would lead to a good result. There 
was no conductor for that orchestra. It brought disaster. 
In France, it was the prefects, the leaders of the regions, 
who had to take over. In Germany, it was the municipali-
ties. So, it was a disaster. Millions of dead, including a 
very brilliant physicist and mathematician, who died be-
cause she took care of the wounded soldiers. What we 
need now, as LaRouche said, is a top-down approach, an 
anti-parochial approach, even if requires confronting 
certain people; I have some training on that here.

The Situation in France
In France, we have a very good example of a well-

organized, empathetic social unit: It is the public hospi-
tal. We had that. It has been dismantled, deconstructed 
piece by piece, less financing, fewer beds, and above 
all, the imposition of a just-in-time management, in-
stead of a wise inventory management. The result is 
that we had a very large supply of surgical and care-
giver masks in 2013. But, decisions were taken in 2014 
and then again in 2016, which liquidated most of the 
stock in reserve for financial reasons. That created the 
conditions in which we are now living, and many people 
have died as a consequence.

At the beginning of this year, in March, we did not 
have enough surgical masks or the other types of pro-
tective masks, an absolute disaster. We had the same 
type of deficit of ventilators, and screening tests. Was it 
unknown to our authorities? In September 2019, a panel 
of experts issued a report calling for emergency anti-
pandemic policy, stocking materials to fight against ep-
idemics. It was not done. Nothing was done!

Today, the government parades as a war-govern-
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ment, and does a few useful things, like an industrial 
mobilization to produce ventilators, and the Airbridge 
with China. But it’s too little and it’s too late. They have 
lost all credibility: The prevailing institutions have lost 
all credibility; the government has lost all credibility. 
The hospital staffs are furious, from the caregivers to 
the top professors, because they don’t have the means 
to take care of infected people. Worse, in our French 
senior living facilities, and for elderly who have to stay 
home, either in these senior homes, or in their own 
homes, they only have limited medications available, 
and no cures, but only a lady-do-rightly distribution of 
palliative care medicines. 

They don’t kill people, but they are letting them die 
benevolently for lack of means provided by the state in-
stitutions and the administration. The responsibility is 
put on the back of the doctors serving in our senior fa-
cilities and the private practice physicians, who are des-
perate and furious. It is triage, to say it bluntly, against 
old people over 70-75 and people with chronic diseases, 
but it’s triage because they don’t have the means to treat 
everybody. And the fault is with these institutions that 
did nothing to prepare for what was going to happen, and 
what was, again, predictable, as LaRouche warned.

All in all, we have today, more than 60,000 cases in 
France with about, let’s say, 6,000 dead, 10%. That’s 
what we had, and this was a result of what was not done.

Paris is an absolutely dead city. All France is semi-
dead, like Italy and Spain.

The Role of the Schiller Institute
We are doing three things here: The first thing, of 

course, is the invitation for the international Schiller In-
stitute conference, to establish an international plat-
form for the world to come. People sometimes have 
problems in understanding that it’s not a conference 
like other conferences, but that it’s an emergency con-
ference, that will have to insist and fight for people to 
understand, because some of them are like deer caught 
in the headlights of an oncoming car.

Also we are answering the questions people have 
with a roadmap of mobilization for public health, from 
total confinement, which is necessary here, as in all 
other countries—the Chinese model—to a mandatory 
international cooperation which leads us into our Schil-
ler conference. We are communicating everything we 
can that Lyn has written, translated into French, and 
also my warnings during my Presidential campaign. We 
have a permanent flow of programs addressed through 
the networks, internet, YouTube, Facebook, on what’s 

happening. We have a team of about 50 people inter-
vening in the social networks and sending our message 
to elected officials, but more than that, and much better 
than that, to firefighters, police, to doctors and all the 
medical caregivers in public and private hospitals.

I want to say one last thing: First, we are very close 
with people in French-speaking Africa, and every time 
I tweet something, it’s picked up in French Africa, in a 
rather unprecedented way. We have people in France 
that want to use Africans as guinea pigs for tests, which 
I protested against, and this created a wave of response, 
with people asking us, “What should we do?” instead of 
that. So, we are responding to that, and we are leading 
them towards our conference.

It’s very dangerous in this situation to have an insuf-
ficient combat command against this virus, of the type 
that brought forth the disaster of the Spanish flu. It’s in-
sufficient. We need a combat command at a world level.

And in this situation, whenever people from the 
West and the East should meet, with their different cul-
tures, they are not the same people, but they have the 
same commitment to the future of humanity. And in this 
political moment, I want to convey this message: We 
want all here, for the sake of this world future, that the 
United States re-emerge as something I like to call a 
“dynamocracy” which means a dynamic democracy, in 
this sense: dynamic because it has a center, and it’s not 
going into all kinds of directions. We need to have unity 
in diversity and a dynamic nation, which becomes a 
beacon of hope for the whole world, with a real, strong 
Presidency, to serve the future.

And I must say, we don’t want a penalty setting 
system spreading sanctions around the world. There 
should be a ceasefire, there should be a dropping of all 
sanctions, for the future of humanity, and to organize 
this international cooperation that Helga is going to or-
ganize in this conference. And I think that’s the key to 
our future. And in the United States, if people go back 
to thinking about their destiny and for what they have 
been fighting, what their ancestors have been for, they 
should understand that this inspiration should be part of 
the future, and people should understand that into the 
future, they should have the same thrust that their an-
cestors had, in a much better way, because the United 
States should be doing that with other countries around 
the world. And in particular, the four main countries: 
India, United States, Russia, and China, but also with 
other countries, creating cooperation of people caring 
about the advantage of the other. And I stress, again, 
Africa should be an example of that.


