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Ol'l'ICIE OP THK UNDIUI 8CRKTARY Auau•t 7, 1961 

.. 
i >- lllllaAJOIDI IOI. TBB SICll'l'Al.Y 0., DlnllSI 
..... ~ ft: IDIJZCT1 ~t of ltational llecomiainace Progr .. -fl&)­
&J i 

· I have proceeded in accordance with your inatructiona 
to .. in your note of J'uly 28,_ 1961 relative to the r•fer-­
eaced.auhject. I ha-ve bad further·diaeu••iolll on thi• 
. · tter with Dr. Killian, Dr. Land,· General Taylor, llr. 'aae• 
ancl llr. •111ell. "The conaenaua is that . we ahoald prOC89d · 
at the pre•at t1- to implmant·what.wu described u 

opo•al A in., earlier aulaia1ion to you. 

. .Accordingly, I have ~•d the attached llmmralMla 
f Uncler•tading which WUl11i be signed 1ty llr. lal.lu ad 

---.:yRraelf coveriq t1'e ...,.,.._t qpects of till• progr•. 
It 1a mutant.ad that lir. Biaaell and I, on the bu:L• of · 
thl• agreement, are clevelopiD.g a cle.tailed pl.a of .. raaiaa. 

I alao·attach for your aipature a ...,randua priidA•ag 
the clalegation 0£ authority iuofar u the Jtepart:.iat of 
llafmae i• concerned. 

Atta. 2 
1. .._, of Under•t•dins ,/------
2. Delegation of Authority-

!his dc~~e~t ccn.;;i;.;.ta or __ L_ -~ TQP SEGRET 
on ... -L o1' ..£.. ,... SPECIAL HANDLING 

. .•. . --· .• ____ _j 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

~vanyement of. NatUmaJ Reconnataaance P1!P!J! 

Tbls ·agreement relates to a National Beecmmdsaance· Program and 
to the eatabUahment of. arrangements· bettrftD the Department of Defense 
and tU Central JnteWgeJiee Apncy for 116 mancem.ent amt operation. 

L The National ReconnaJuuce Prosraa w1Il cm.iatmt of all 
aatelWe and OYerfligllt reconnatuance projecbl wlletller OYert er ®"rt. 
It wtll lnclvde all photcJcraph1c projects for JntelUpnce, 18odeay and " 
mapping pupeaes, and electronic ,Ppal colleeU. projecbl fer electrcmic 
mpal lnteWgence and communicattena lnteWgenee. 

2. There la es.tabllBhed .a Natioll&l Reconnamance_ Office cm a 
ccmtrt lluta. The Director of thla eftlce Will be tile Deputy D1reetor of 
Plana of th• Central InteWgence Agencr. The Deputy pirfftor will be 
the Under lecretarf at. the Air ·Force who will be deWg•tecl full MtborltJ 
by the lecretary of Defeue in tld8 area. The office wUl blclvda a amaJl 
apeclal Jltaff whose Pft'llGJIJl8l will be drawn from the ~t el. 
Defu• and from the Catral JnteWgence Agency. Tbls· offlc• w1l1 haft 
cU.rect control Gftr all elements .of the total program. Implemntatkm. al. 
deciaiou will be mretsecl la the Agency bf tU Directer ·el tJae Kati•al 
Reconnatvanee Office aJMl 1n the Departa.Dt of Def- ltJ tJle. Dlplltf · 
Dtnctor ol. the Nattenal Reconnal·aeance Olflce under tile ...-i·a.u.oritJ 
U1eptecl to him by the Seerefarr of Defense. Witlda th• Deparbaent of 
Defme, the Departmat of the Air Force will be ~ operattenal llBCy 
fer manage-.ent and conduct ol the National Recenat••nce Prapam, 
wl wlll conduct tlda program through w ofJltre1.111H_. .,_t&J··manp­
mant procedures ~'f:lng direct control fram t:H effta• ef tu Becr.eta.rf 
of the Air Force to Reconnatmnce s,.tem Project Dfnet•a ta tile U.hl, 
wttnut fntenuing rmews or appronl aetiou. 

3. A Tecbrdcal Adn.sory Group for ti. Nattmal .Reconutuuce 
Office will be ntaltltpecl. · 

4• A mdform aecuritJ control SJ.8lem. will be eablltliahed for tile 
total ]D'Olram bf the Rational Reonnatuanc~ Office. Producbl fnm tile 
ftl'ioua prcn.ms will 'be amlable to all user ... clea1pated bJ tile 
United stat .. lntelllgeJJCe Board. 

Pagel ·of 3_ pag-. 
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5. The Rational Recomtsllarrce Offtc·e will be cllrectIJ 
r-.pomdft to, uul onlf to, the Jhotulrapldc ai electromc Bi8Ul 
collection re'C(tdrements an4 prlorW.es aa eatab11slal by the tJD1tecl 
States Intelligence Board. 

8. Th9 Nallonal Beconntmnce Office will ...,.lop :•uitabl8 
cover plaml .and public informatlan plana, in CQBjuBctioa with th• 
Asstetant lecr&tary of Defense, Public .Affairs, to· reduce ~al 
political wln.erabililJ·of these programs. Jn.regard to l(ateJllte 
SJStems·, it will be. neceaarr to _apply the rntaed p\lbl1c illfor.matlon 
policy to .otller non-sensitive satelllte projects tn order to fBaure 
maxim.um l'rotection~ 

'I. The Director and Deputy Director of the National 
Reconnats.-ce· Offlc• "111 eatabltsb detatle( worktas proCadures· to 
tmre that Ole .parficutar talents, experl-.ce JUl'tl capab1lit1ea witldn 
the Central IllteJ.Ulftee Agenq and th• nepartment of Defenae are 
fully ani JllQ.t .effectinl,.- utfllllecl in the mau11mnent and c°"*1ct Gf 
tll1s program. 

a. llaaapmeJit eantrol of tile f1elfl QJer.tiana flf urtoua 
•l8m•ts of tll• program will be ezerciaed dtreet~, iJt tlte·caae of O. 
Central Iatelligu:ce Agency, .from the Director of tile Xattonal .Reccm.­
naiasaace Office te the apprQFiale field repftJIUtatiYft .m, in tu 
ea:e ef tlle Department of ~' from tJa DeputJ Dlrector af U. 
NaHenal Reconat•ance Office· to tile de•iP\ted jtrGjaet :all1C8.'a tw . 
eaeh program. All proeram elemata awl tile O,Peraftm· el. De Kati.at 
.heo•at•ance Of:fiee will be rm.wed oa a raplar ltUW, awl a: 
·IQMIClal circum•tances r8'pdre, hr the 5412 PeUcy Caatrol BoanL 

JDih w. Dilliii . 
Director 
CenUW. Iatelligwe .Agency 

1 Att 
Chart·: 81Dgle mpd for 
National Beeoa Prag ('RI) 

Pasel0f3P81& 
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NO TE r he National Recvnn<Jissonce 
Progrom re~ponds onl)' toplwtogrophic 
and signal co//ecAon requ11l•mt/fl/s of 
ffle USIBlCOMARJ 

(FIG B) -ACTUAL SrTUATION ........;.... (FIG. A }-APPARENT SITUAffoN 

[~RESl~E-~T-1 ~412_. -- ' 
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Targ•I Programming of 
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SulJfJO'_, _____ _ 

AFSSD 

Dir«I"' 18 •t/fn«l lo S«:y AF, 
mainloln• fi11/d 116t.Mitln olllH · 
ol AFSSD, o/IO .w•• 01 Vit:t1 
Command•,, AFSSD • 
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