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TRANSCRIPTION 

WOMEN OPPOSE CRITICISM OF AMBASSADOR 

Lillian Scott-Troy's Caustic Letter on Diplomat Fails to Please Local Suffragists 

The disapproval with which Lillian Scott-Troy, formerly of San Francisco, views 

Ambassador Page and his utterances, as expressed in a cablegram and letter that 

she has sent from London to President Wilson, is not shared by all the women of 

San Francisco. Her characterization of the American ambassador to Great Britain 

as a “sychophant, [sic] a “Benedict Arnold,” “traitor” and the “smudged page”  

appear to Mrs. B. S. Wilkins, regent and leading member of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, as “unjustifiable,” while Mis. Philip Bancroft. officer of the 

Women's Roosevelt league and prominent in suffrage work, finds it difficult to 

take Lillian Scott-Troy's remarks seriously enough to give an opinion on them.”  

SENDS CAUSTIC CABLE 

The caustic cablegram and Letter of the same date were sent to President Wilson 

by Lillian Scott-Troy on December 5, the day following the Peace Centenary 

dinner in London, at which Ambassador Page was one of the principal speakers. 

The ambassador's remarks evidently Irritated the lady considerably, as is 

evidenced by the text of the cablegram:  

"Ambassador Page, at peace centenary dinner in London last night not only 

flagrantly insulted non-English speaking nations but grossly insulted the American 

nation as well. He said: “In America they lacked the experience of Englishmen in 

generous hospitality; they lacked the fine arts that Englishmen had in many of the 

courtesies of life.' If you do not recall this sycophant immediately, the American 

people should recall you."  

In her letter the writer says of Page: “Like Benedict Arnold, he rushes into bitter 

and spiteful comments on his own people order to receive the crumbs which fall 

from the social tables of Englishmen • • • Can it be possible that when 

Ambassador Page so glibly told his snickering audience that “Americans lacked 

the fine arts of Englishmen in the ordinary courtesies of life, he had your 
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excellency in mind? • • • This Page will long be remembered as the smudged 

Page.”  

CRITICISES PRESIDENT  

The letter is a lengthy one, abounding In caustic comment not only on 

Ambassador Page, but on the president himself.  

Mrs. S. B. Wilkins, regent and leading member of Daughters of the American 

Revolution, says of the letter:  

“I have heard nothing of this, but, from the text of the letter, I should consider 

Lillian Scott-Troy's remarks unjustifiable. I can hardly believe that the 

ambassador's remarks could have been insulting to Americans. Either she 

misunderstood him or was more to the speech which made it capable of a 

different interpretation. All Americans should uphold their ambassador. I believe, 

unless he does something particularly flagrant.” 
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