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“The evidence is mounting that Syria has become a magnet for Sunni extremists, including
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those operating under the banner of Al Qaeda. An important border crossing with Turkey
that fell into Syrian rebels’hands last week, Bab al-Hawa, has quickly become a jihadist
congregating point [7]".
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“... But these were not average members of the Free Syrian Army. Abu Khuder and his men
fight for al-Qaida. They call themselves the ghuraba’a, or “strangers”, after a famous jihadi
poem celebrating Osama bin Laden’s time with his followers in the Afghan mountains, and
they are one of a number of jihadi organisations establishing a foothold in the east of the
country now that the conflict in Syria has stretched well into its second bloody year” ;
“Almost every rebel brigade has adopted a Sunni religious name with rhetoric exalting jihad
and martyrdom” ;
“Religion is a major rallying force in this revolution [8]" ;
“Abu Omar gave an order in Arabic, which was translated into a babble of different
languages - Chechen, Tajik, Turkish, French, Saudi dialect, Urdu [9]".
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“Syrian rebels are being armed by Saudi Arabia and Qatar, The Independent has learnt, in a
development that threatens to inflame a regional power struggle provoked by the 15-
month-old uprising against the Assad regime.
Rebel fighters from the Free Syrian Army (FSA) have received weapons from the two Gulf
countries, which were transported into Syria via Turkey with the implicit support of the
country’s intelligence agency, MIT, according to a Western diplomat in Ankara[10]".
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“... the women described what happened to their husbands, brothers and nephews back in
their hometown of Qusayr in Syria. They were killed by Syrian rebel fighters, the women said
— murdered because they were Christians, people who in the eyes of radical Islamist
freedom fighters have no place in the new Syria [11]".
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