
| 1

On the 78th Anniversary of Hiroshima: An Urgent
Call for Peace Action. Canadian Peace Congress

By Canadian Peace Congress
Global Research, August 07, 2023
Canadian Peace Congress 6 August 2023

Region: Asia, Europe, Russia and FSU, USA
Theme: Militarization and WMD

In-depth Report: Nuclear War

All  Global  Research  articles  can  be  read  in  51  languages  by  activating  the  Translate
Website button below the author’s name.

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Click the share button above to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

***

Seventy-eight years ago, an act of  international criminality and infamy took place, the
consequences of which have posed an existential threat to humanity ever since. For the first
time, a species had created the capacity to not only bring about its own extinction, but also
to threaten virtually all life on our planet.

On August 6 and 9, 1945, the U.S. military bombed the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
with  nuclear  weapons.  Over  200,000  people,  mostly  civilians,  died  instantly  or  later
succumbed from burns, malnutrition, and radiation-related illnesses, and their cities levelled
to  the  ground.  Those  notorious  acts  will  forever  be  remembered  as  the  first  time  the
devastating  impact  of  nuclear  warfare  was  unleashed.

There  was  absolutely  no  justification  for  this  wanton  attack.  Unclassified  documents  have
confirmed the lie of the constructed ‘myth’ that the atomic attack was necessary to spare
the lives of U.S. servicemen and end the war. In fact, Imperial Japan was already on the
verge of collapse and surrender by early August 1945. The U.S. Truman Administration
proceeded anyway to showcase its awesome new weaponry, thus guaranteeing U.S. military
dominance in the post-war period. Hiroshima was the opening salvo in the “cold war” which
was to dominate international  politics and spur a nuclear arms race for the next half-
century.
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The experience of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is an object lesson and dire warning for all
humanity. All wars spell calamity for its victims, but nuclear weapons – weapons of mass
destruction – are in a horrific category of their own, and their use must never, ever again be
contemplated or tolerated.

Albert Einstein placed it best when he wrote:

“Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more complex, and more violent. It takes a
touch of genius – and a lot of courage – to move in the opposite direction. The splitting
of the atom has changed everything except the way we think. Thus we drift toward
unparalleled catastrophe. We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if
humanity is to survive.”

And  yet  today,  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century  later,  the  world  again  stands
dangerously close to the edge of self-destruction. NATO, the aggressive military alliance
which includes Canada, clings stubbornly to its ‘right’ to the first use of nuclear weapons in
a conflict, and the U.S. and its allies are pouring billions into scientific research to make their
nuclear arsenals even more lethal and ‘effective’ (sic). And much of nuclear R&D is directed
to developing delivery systems and war game strategies which will  make nuclear wars
“winnable” and “survivable”.  This  is  pure insanity!  The only way to prevent a nuclear
exchange is by banning the research and production of new thermonuclear weapons and
eliminating existing stockpiles, as called for in the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW).

Britain and the U.S. are providing the Ukrainian government with depleted uranium shells
for  battlefield  use  in  the  conflict  in  Ukraine.  Meanwhile,  Russian  government  officials  are
now speaking openly of their preparedness to use nuclear arms as well, if they sense an
‘existential threat’ from NATO and its proxies in the region.

At the same time, tensions are also growing in the Asia-Pacific with the formation of AUKUS
(including 12 new nuclear-powered subs), and the construction of four new U.S. bases in the
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Philippines, completing a pearl-like string of bases surrounding and hemming in the People’s
Republic of China, and provoking a dangerous conflict with China over Taiwan.

These are only a few indicators that the world is drifting to the very precipice of the nuclear
abyss. In January 2023, the Board of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists moved the hands
of the Doomsday Clock to 90 seconds before midnight, reflecting the growing risk of nuclear
war.

In early August, the journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) stated the following:

“Any use of nuclear weapons would be catastrophic for humanity. A large-scale nuclear
war between the US and Russia could kill 200 million people or more in the near term,
and potentially cause a global ‘nuclear winter’ that could kill  5 to 6 billion people,
threatening the survival of humanity.” [emphasis added]

“We now call on health associations to inform about the threat to human survival and …
to  support  efforts  to  reduce  the  near-term  risks  of  nuclear  war,  including  immediate
steps  on  the  part  of  nuclear-armed  states  and  their  allies:  first,  adopt  a  no  first  use
policy; second, take nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert; and third, urge all states to
pledge publicly  and unequivocally  that  they  will  not  use  nuclear  weapons  in  conflicts.
We further ask them to work for a definitive end to the nuclear threat by supporting the
urgent  negotiations  among  the  nuclear-armed  states  for  a  verifiable,  time-bound
agreement to eliminate their nuclear weapons, opening the way for all nations to join
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.”

And What of Canada’s Role?

One would expect that in the face of this apocalyptic danger, the Canadian government
would  be  in  the  forefront  of  international  efforts  to  eliminate  this  threat  and  avert
catastrophe. But no such good fortune. Instead, the Trudeau government has repeatedly
refused to consider – much less ratify – the TPNW treaty, claiming that there is no real
danger, and prohibiting nuclear weapons is both a ‘pie in the sky’ and ‘motherhood’ issue.

In July, it was reported that the federal agency Internal Public Safety Canada is updating
nuclear  preparedness  measures,  including  a  highly  secret  plan  to  ensure  the  federal
government can continue to function in a severe [nuclear] crisis, and ‘finalizing a protocol to
advise the Canadian public of an incoming ballistic missile attack.’ This sounds very much
like the Cold War BS of the 1950s that the way to ‘survive’ a nuclear war is by building more
bomb shelters, and stocking up on anti-radiation medicines and canned beans!

And  Canada  is  doubling  down  on  its  NATO  commitments,  further  increasing  defence
spending, purchasing a new fleet of F-35 fighter jets and naval frigates, and sending more
troops and weaponry to Ukraine and elsewhere in Eastern Europe.

Instead of more war preparations, the Canadian government should adopt a foreign policy of
peace and disarmament, sign the TPNW treaty, get out of NATO and NORAD, and cut the
arms budget, redirecting those massive expenditures to job creation, funding healthcare
and education, building affordable housing, and addressing the scourge of climate change,
to the benefit of working people in Canada and around the world.

The clock is ticking. The time to speak out and mobilize against the growing war danger is
NOW!  Support  the  work  of  the  Canadian  Peace  Congress  and  its  affiliates  across  the
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country; join the Canada-wide Peace & Justice Network; and build a local peace organization
or coalition in your own communities.

No More Hiroshimas!

Take Peace Action Now!

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.
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-Denis Halliday, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations

Michel Chossudovsky exposes the insanity of our privatized war machine. Iran is being
targeted with nuclear weapons as part of a war agenda built on distortions and lies for the
purpose of private profit. The real aims are oil, financial hegemony and global control. The
price could be nuclear holocaust. When weapons become the hottest export of the world’s
only superpower, and diplomats work as salesmen for the defense industry, the whole world
is recklessly endangered. If we must have a military, it belongs entirely in the public sector.
No one should profit from mass death and destruction.
–Ellen Brown, author of ‘Web of Debt’ and president of the Public Banking Institute   

The original source of this article is Canadian Peace Congress
Copyright © Canadian Peace Congress, Canadian Peace Congress, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Canadian Peace
Congress

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadian-peace-congress
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadian-peace-congress
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadian-peace-congress
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

