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Amnesty’s new report accusing Eritrea’s government of gruesome war crimes relies heavily
on anonymous testimony, grainy satellite images, and zero field investigation. It is the latest
salvo in the West’s campaign to topple the country’s independent government.

Eritrea is a small country with a geostrategically significant coast on the Red Sea. Fiercely
independent, it is one of only two African nations that refuse to collaborate with AFRICOM,
the US Africa Command. Committed to an incremental, self-reliant development strategy, it
has chosen not to saddle itself with IMF or World Bank debt. It was also the only African
nation to vote against the March 2, 2022 UN General Assembly resolution condemning
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and demanding that it withdraw unconditionally.

Not surprisingly, Eritrea is constantly under attack by the Western human rights industrial
complex that serves the interests of NATO states. On September 4, one of the organizations
at the forefront of this soft power network, Amnesty International, published a
report claiming that Eritrean troops were guilty of rape, sexual slavery, and extrajudicial
execution in Ethiopia’s northern Tigray Region near the end of the two-year Tigray War and
thereafter.

That war began on November 3, 2020, when the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), a
longtime US ally, attacked an Ethiopian national army base in the Tigray Region, then fired
on Eritrea, which responded by entering the war on the side of Ethiopia. Together Ethiopia
and Eritrea had effectively defeated the TPLF by November 2022.

However, Mike Hammer, US Special Envoy to the Horn of Africa, swept into Tigray's capital
on a US Air Force jet and flew TPLF leadership off to peace talks in Pretoria, South Africa.
There, Hammer made sure that the TPLF would be allowed to survive as the regional
authority in Tigray, placing them firmly in control at the time Amnesty researched its report.
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The report’s headline threatens, “Today or tomorrow, they [Eritrea’s leadership] should be
brought before justice.” While exempting the US-backed TPLF leadership from scrutiny,
Amnesty demands that Eritreans be tried before an international tribunal. Indictments in
international courts lead to international warrants and arrests, or set the stage for regime
change war, as was seen with the Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, who was murdered by
jihadist bandits armed by the West during the height of NATO’s bombing campaign in 2011.

Back in 1990, Amnesty International published a lengthy report based on the claims of a
Kuwaiti girl named Nayirah, who told US Congress that Iraqgi troops had stormed into
hospitals in her hometown, yanked babies from their incubators, thrown the babies on the
floor, then stolen the incubators. Amnesty was forced to retract its report when Nayirah was
revealed to be the niece of Kuwait’s ambassador to the US, who had hired an army of public
relations firms to craft her testimony, which turned out to be a complete fabrication. But by
then, the damage had been done: Then President George H.W. Bush cited Amnesty’s report

repeatedly during a nationally televised address to justify his initiation of the first Gulf War.

Because Amnesty’s new report on Eritrea, a target of US empire, is based entirely on the
testimonies of anonymous people and satellite images taken from Google Earth, it is
impossible to assess their credibility. What is clear is that Amnesty relies on tabloid-style
techniques to paper over the organization’s failure to conduct any field investigation at a
time when travel to the region was unhindered.

Telephone Calls to Anonymous Witnhesses

The Amnesty report was based on 49 telephone interviews with anonymous witnesses and
some grainy satellite photos generated by Google Earth. Though Ethiopian Airlines flights
from Addis Ababa to Mekelle, the capital of Tigray, had resumed more than five months
earlier, on December 28, 2022, Amnesty declined to send a single field researcher to the
area.

The report’s executive summary leads with a large font, boldfaced quote attributed to “37-
year-old Bezawit, woman who was held captive by the EDF in her house for three months:”

“They told me, ‘Whether you shout or not, no one is going to come and rescue you.” And
then they raped me for around three months since then. They were taking turns on me, just
like a doorkeeper.”

A large boldface, all-caps section titled “RAPE AGAINST WOMEN IN KOKOB TSIBAH" is
followed by another boldface section called, “SEXUAL SLAVERY INSIDE EDF’S MILITARY
CAMP.” Once again, Amnesty relies on a boldfaced, large font, indented quote from “a
mother of three who was kept in EDF camp for nearly three months.” She declared, “They
[EDF soldiers] took turns on me, for the entire three months”.

This claim is followed by many more such testimonies of gang rape, all boldfaced for effect
and indented to draw the reader’s eye.

Ensuing, subheaded sections on “SEXUAL SLAVERY AND RAPE IN RESIDENTIAL HOUSES,”
“GANG RAPE,” “IMPACTS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE,” contain more boldfaced, indented
quotations, all footnoted with attribution to anonymous witnesses and the dates they were
interviewed by phone.

Ensuing sections introduced with the largest, all caps boldface type are “EXTRAJUDICIAL
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EXECUTIONS OF CIVILIANS” and “PILLAGE OF CIVILIAN PROPERTIES.” Like the others they
include one shocking boldfaced, indented quote after another, all footnoted, again, with
attribution to anonymous sources identified as survivors, victims, witnesses, residents,
social workers, health workers, medical experts, government officials.

Multiple satellite photos are also offered as evidence of Eritrea’s monstrous treatment of
Tigrayans. The photos arrive with the reassurance that they have been examined by
Amnesty’s “Evidence Lab,” yet they consist of nothing more than grainy, vaguely
geographic images marked up with dots, circles, squares, rectangles, and arrows to indicate
locations that further the report’s narrative.

None of the photos or testimonies contained in Amnesty’s report on Eritrea are
independently verifiable. Readers are therefore expected to accept their veracity based
upon the moral authority of the human rights industry’s leading light.

EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS IN KOBOB TSIBAH DISTRICT
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T Kokob Tsibah District: Satellite imagery shows that many new structures - highlighted with blue boxes - have appeared between 28 March 2022 and 4 December
2022. New machine-built earthen berms are also visible. Red arrows show burn scars on the road from destroyed vehicles and red circles highlight three structures that
appear damaged or destroyed. The vehicles were destroyed between 2-3 November 2022, according to satellite imagery (nof shown).

Unverifiable Amnesty satellite images intended to reinforce the charge that Eritrea committed
extrajudicial executions

Amnesty Ignores Critical Questions

Why did Amnesty investigators neglect to fly its staff to Tigray to speak to witnesses in
person? The organization said it conducted telephone interviews between May 13 and July
15, five to seven months after flight service had been resumed.

Amnesty staff might not have been welcomed by customs in Addis Ababa if they identified
as such, but it is hard to believe that investigators could not have entered Tigray one way or
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another during the past eight months. When | flew into Addis at the end of March 2022, |
simply identified as a journalist and no one stopped or even questioned me. When | traveled
from one airport to another inside the country, no one asked for anything but my
identification card.

Most serious investigators would be intrepid enough to risk a denial of visa, and Ethiopia
would have nothing to gain by jailing anyone flashing Amnesty credentials.

It is even harder to believe that Amnesty investigators researching crimes allegedly
committed by the Eritrean Defense Forces would not have been welcomed with open arms
by the TPLF, who were firmly back in power in Tigray Region thanks to the US diplomatic
intervention. Throughout the war, the TPLF had cried “Tigray genocide!” and demanded
help from the “international community,” and they still have not given up their grievances,
most of all their grievances against Eritrea.

Stranger still, Amnesty had, on August 18, published a demand that independent
investigators and media be admitted to Ethiopia’s Amhara Region, where the national
government declared a state of emergency because government troops are engaged in a
conflict with the ethnic Amhara Fano militia. Why make telephone calls to a region you could
fly into and then demand access to a region where you could not?

Why did all of Amnesty’s interviews have to be conducted anonymously? It's understandable
that rape victims might not want to provide their identities, even if they are now safe within
TPLF-controlled territory, but more difficult to comprehend why witnesses to extrajudicial
execution would fear being identified.

Doctors and social and humanitarian workers were also quoted anonymously. Why would
they too be afraid to go on record from within TPLF-controlled territory?

Should Amnesty not have noted the possibility that any or all of these anonymous witnesses
could have been coached by the TPLF? Shouldn’t they have noted that a report based on all
but wholly anonymous telephone testimony might beggar belief? Finally, what were
Amnesty’s satellite images supposed to prove? They were no more than dots, circles,
squares, rectangles and arrows pointing to this and that spot on a blurry, vaguely
geographic background.

On September 10, | submitted these questions to the Amnesty e-address for inquiries on the
report. | then called the UK telephone number on the report three times, leaving detailed
messages requesting an answer.

At the time of publication, | have yet to receive any reply.
Distinct Bias Toward TPLF Narratives

Amnesty’s report demonstrates a distinct deference towards TPLF narratives, just as
Western press and officialdom did throughout the war. On the historic significance of the
city of Axum in Tigray Region, Amnesty cites the highly partisan, Tigrayan publication Omna
Tigray, which reads:

“Since November 2020—and following the invasion, occupation, destruction, and siege
of Tigray—the city that was once a symbol for Ethiopia’s independence has become
victim to the violence of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s genocidal war.”


https://omnatigray.org/the-tigray-genocide-real-time-nightmare/
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https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/aug/04/ethiopia-declares-a-state-of-emergency-in-amhara-amid-increasing-violence
https://omnatigray.org/slide-deck/the-historical-significance-of-adwa/
https://omnatigray.org/slide-deck/the-historical-significance-of-adwa/

With regard to the two-year civil war, Amnesty falsely declares that it began not with the
TPLF’s attack on the Northern Command of the Ethiopian National Defense Force, but with
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s response:

“The armed conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, which later extended into neighbouring
Amhara and Afar regions, began on 4 November 2020 when Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
launched a ‘law enforcement operation’ against TPLF-led security forces in the Tigray
region, following an attack on the Ethiopian National Defense Force’s Northern
Command based there.”

Was the Prime Minister supposed to avert a war by responding passively to an armed attack
on a national army base? By that logic, he should have held his troops back when the TPLF

marched on Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa.

“Getting Ethiopia Dead Wrong”

Danish journalist Rasmus Sonderris first traveled to Ethiopia in 2004 and has since spent
seven of the last 18 years living there. This September, Sonderris published “Getting
Ethiopia Dead Wrong,” a free e-book, in which he painstakingly recounts every unverified
allegation of genocide, rape, extrajudicial execution, and starvation that Western press,
officialdom, Human Rights Watch, and Amnesty International launched at Ethiopia and
Eritrea throughout the two-year Tigray War. The veteran reporter pointed to the
collaborative effort of legacy Western press and Western governments as the source of a
massive disinformation campaign that has shaken his liberal worldview to its foundation.

Sonderris questions Amnesty’s evidence-gathering methods on what came to be known as
the Axum Massacre, for which Ethiopian and Eritrean forces were blamed:

“So how did Amnesty gather this information? With the war still raging, there was no
question of traveling to Axum. Instead, eleven days were spent talking to “41 witnesses
and survivors of the massacre,” who could not be named “given security concerns.”
Testimonies were either delivered face-to-face in a refugee camp of Tigrayans in Sudan,
or by means of “numerous phone interviews with witnesses in Axum.” Crucially, it says
nothing about how these 41 persons were identified or by whom, which obviously raises
suspicion that they were selected and coached by the TPLF.”

Sonderris says that while he does not know for certain what happened in Axum, determining
the truth “calls for hard-nosed investigators on the ground.”

While Amnesty might not have been able to travel to Axum while the war was still raging,
there is no such justification for its latest report, which was published eight months after
flights to Mekelle had resumed and the TPLF regained political and military control of the
Tigray Region.

With regard to the charge of mass rape, Sonderris writes:

“Rape is even more taxing on the human heart than murder. We feel both empathy with
the horrified victim and revulsion that a mind could be so sick as to obtain sexual
gratification, or whatever it is, from such a misdeed. So when a woman accuses a man
of rape, we do not jump to the defense of the accused, but listen to the accuser. This is
how it should always be.
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“When it comes to sexual violence in a war scenario, however, lying does not require a
crazy or vindictive woman, but merely a cold political calculation. And rather than one
person shouldering the burden of deceit, a propaganda department can be at hand to
reward and organize it.”

The inflammatory, dubiously-sourced allegations contained in Amnesty’s report on Eritrea
bring to mind former US ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice’s tales of Viagra use
by Libyan troops accused of every international crime during the run-up to NATO’s
destruction of Libya in the name of stopping genocide. Rice’s accusations were eventually
revealed as pure fiction: a fabricated story spun out by the Libyan opposition, and fed to the
West through the Al Jazeera Network of the Qatari monarchy, which was funding the Islamist
rebels. But by the time the lie was exposed, it was too late, as NATO bombing was well
underway.

Though the West did not attack Eritrea and Ethiopia directly, it relied on the Tigrayan
People’s Liberation Front as a proxy force as it attempted to dislodge their independent
governments. And it helped this sectarian army launch a global propaganda campaign,
painting it disingenuously as the target of a genocide, even after it initiated the conflict.

The Manufacturing of #TigrayGenocide

Within 24 hours of the TPLF’'s November 3, 2020 attack on Ethiopia’s Northern Command
base, the hashtag #TigrayGenocide appeared on Twitter, and Tigrayans quickly attained
favored victim status from the West.

Throughout the war, Western press and officialdom focused almost exclusively on Tigrayan
suffering while Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch branded their plight as
ethnic cleansing.

When the Associated Press reported on Samantha Power’s trip to the region, it nudged
readers with the headline, “US genocide expert to press Ethiopia on Tigray aid blockade.”
The Washington Post joined in with an opinion piece entitled, “Why the U.S. should call the
famine and violence in Tigray a genocide.” A parade of articles echoed the inflammatory
narrative, including from the putatively left-wing Nation Magazine. Democracy Now
produced a series of similarly slanted reports alleging genocide, ethnic cleansing, and the
use of rape as a weapon in Tigray, relying heavily on CNN reporter Nima Elbagir.

(The Sudanese-born Elbagir relentlessly pushed the narrative of genocide perpetrated by
Ethiopian and Eritrean forces, and in September 2022 won an Emmy Award for her

documentary “Ethiopia: Hallmarks of a Genocide.” She is reportedly married to the current
British ambassador to Iraq, Mark Bryson-Richardson).

When the TPLF invaded Ethiopia’s Amhara and Afar Regions, Western press generally looked
the other way, giving Amhara and Afari victims only occasional mention.

From April to June 2022, | traveled through Ethiopia’s Amhara and Afar Regions and saw
immense suffering in many overcrowded IDP camps, where deeply traumatized Amharas
and Afaris told me that the TPLF had murdered their family members and taken all they had
until they fled. The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre estimated that there were over
5.1 million IDPs in Ethiopia in 2021, the highest annual figure ever recorded for a single
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country at that time.

While ignoring the TPLF’s crimes, including its initiation of the conflict and attempt to seize
power by force in Addis Ababa, Amnesty’s report portrays Eritrea’s military as a collection of
bestial, irrational monsters.

The report therefore reads like a companion to President Joe Biden's September 9 renewal
of Executive Order 14046, the Declaration of a National Emergency with Respect to Ethiopia,
which alleges massive human rights abuses by Ethiopia and Eritrea, and provides
justification for ongoing US sanctions on both countries.

Of these, the harshest sanctions, such as exclusion from the SWIFT system for conducting
international financial transactions, are reserved for Eritrea. These unilateral measures not
only violate international law; they punish the entire Eritrean population, whose annual per
capita income is $650. Oddly, Amnesty International has nothing to say about these human
rights violations.
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