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The rather sweet-faced young airman planned his final act carefully.

After realizing that his life was not worth more than the lives that are being destroyed in
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Palestine, Aaron Bushnell imagined a way to “turn our eyes to Gaza” and its enormous
human losses, while adding his life to theirs.

To succeed in turning attention to Gaza meant somehow capturing the extensive media
coverage that has been mostly supportive of Israel.

Therefore, on Sunday February 25, 2024, Aaron strode grim-faced towards the Israeli
embassy in Washington.

En-route, wearing his military fatigues, he spoke calmly to his camera.
He had chosen his words carefully:

“I will no longer be complicit in genocide. | am about to engage in an extreme act of
protest for compared to what people have been experiencing in Palestine at the hands
of their colonizers, it is not extreme at all. This is what our ruling class has decided will
be normal.”

After setting up his camera on the ground, he walked several paces, turned his back to the
embassy, and poured a powerful accelerant all over himself and ignited it. Immediately
engulfed in flames, Aaron repeatedly yelled “Free Palestine,” until he finally collapsed.

He streamed the entire event on twitch. (It's disturbing footage; please consider your
decision before watching it.)

Aaron left a final Facebook message just before he carried out his plan. It provided a link to
the live-stream documentation he had set up. And he asked us to consider:

“Many of us like to ask ourselves, ‘What would | do if | was alive during slavery? Or the
Jim Crow South? Or apartheid? What would | do if my country was committing
genocide?’

“The answer is, you're doing it. Right now.”
What Followed in the Media?

The media headlines responded typically as follows, doing an immense disservice to the
30,000 Palestinians killed to date, and to the man who gave his life to generate media
coverage:

The Washington Post even smeared him:


https://x.com/QuirkFax/status/1762087245459173625?s=20
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LOCAL CRIME & PUBLIC SAFETY

Airman who set self on fire grew up on
religious compound, had anarchist past

By Emily Dawvies, Peter Hermann and Dan Lamothe

NPR, after nearly 24 hours, was not able to identify Bushnell’s motives, even though he had
shouted “free Palestine” as he burned:

The Israeli Embassy in D.C. said none of its

staff were injured.

%5 of Monday morning, NPR was not able to
independently verify the man's motives, The
incident is currently being investigatedgy the
local police, the Secret Service and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives.

Only CNN reported Aaron’s words about the normalization of genocide:


https://x.com/MikeElk/status/1762246393081532530?s=20

Us. AIHMAH DIES AFTER SETTING HIMSELF ON FIRE UHTSIDE ISRAELI EMBASSY

Aaron Bushnell said he would "no longer be complicit in genocide"  yas, s23

Regarding CNN’s response, independent journalist Caitlin Johnstone observed on Twitter/X:

He did it. Aaron Bushnell forced this to happen. He did something so jarring and
impactful that the mass media would be forced to report the raw facts about it if they
want to avoid internal conflict like CNN and NYT have been experiencing in recent
weeks. He left them no choice.

Journalist Abby Martin wrote:

For Bushnell, the torment meant also having to put on the uniform of the institution
loading the weapons, running the supply missions, providing assistance to the
genocide. Bushnell saw he was an accomplice to all that. The truth killed him.

But the media has been historically blind to the agony in Gaza:


https://x.com/caitoz/status/1762212568398278893?s=20
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COVERAGE OF GAZA WAR IN THE NEW
YORK TIMES AND OTHER MAJOR

& NEWSPAPERS HEAVILY FAVORED ISRAEL,
ANALYSIS SHOWS

A guantitative analysis shows major newspapers skewed their
coverage toward |srael narratives in the first six weeks of the
assault on Gaza
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THE MEW YORK Times. Washington Post, and Los Angeles Times's
coverage of lrael's war on Gaza showed a consdstent bias against
Falestinians, according to an Intercept analysis of major media

COVETREE.

The print media cutlets, which play an infloential role in shaping U8

views of the lsracli-Palestinian conflict, padd little attention to the
unprecedented impact of lstacl's siege and bombing campaign on bath

children and journalists in the Gaza Strip

Screenshot from The Intercept

Somehow, we have to make Aaron Bushnell’s ultimate sacrifice worthwhile.

We need to stop this war in the names of all who have died in Gaza — whom he chose to
join in suffering and death — and mark his gift of sacrifice to peace on the day he died,
February 25th of each year.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

This article was originally published on the author’s Substack, Lizzy’s Newsletter.

Elizabeth Woodworth is highly engaged in climate change science and activism. She has
published 42 articles on Global Research, is co-author of “Unprecedented Climate
Mobilization”, “Unprecedented Crime: Climate Science Denial and Game Changers for
Survival,” and co-producer of the COP21 video “A Climate Revolution For All.” She is author
of the popular handbook on nuclear weapons activism, “What Can | Do?” and the novel,
“The November Deep”. For 25 years, she served as head medical librarian for the BC
Government. She holds a BA from Queen’s and a Library Sciences Degree from UBC.

She is a regular contributor to Global Research.

Featured image source

The original source of this article is Global Research


https://theintercept.com/2024/01/09/newspapers-israel-palestine-bias-new-york-times/
https://integrate.substack.com/p/anti-war-martyr-aaron-bushnell-vs
https://www.celebsweek.com/aaron-bushnell/

Copyright © Elizabeth Woodworth, Global Research, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Elizabeth
Woodworth

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elizabeth-woodworth
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elizabeth-woodworth
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elizabeth-woodworth
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

