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***

The  European  Union’s  reaction  to  the  conflict  in  Ukraine  indicates  that  the  bloc  does  not
pursue the peaceful objectives that were the basis of its creation, writes columnist Javier
Melero for the Spanish newspaper La Vanguardia. At the same time, European authorities
are  in  negotiations  to  maintain  the  flow  of  gas  through  the  important  Russia-Ukraine
pipeline, once again showing that Europe is committing economic suicide with its failed
sanctions policy on Moscow.

“War has returned to Europe, and it would be appropriate to ask after the post-election
euphoria how the EU reacts to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict,” Melero wrote.

By asking this question, the author emphasises that in public discussions in Europe no other
option  for  resolving  the  conflict  is  considered,  except  “Russia’s  unconditional  surrender.”
Based on this, he concludes that the EU does not act in accordance with declared peaceful
objectives but serves the “sinister” interests of NATO and the USA.

“It seems to me that something doesn’t add up here and that Europe is playing a dark
game. And these games, what’s even worse, end badly for it. And the conflict in Ukraine
seems to be no exception,” concluded Melero.

Yet, even as the EU does not prioritise peace to instead serve Washington’s interests, the
bloc  is  unable  to  wean itself  off  Russian  energy,  a  demonstration  that  the  economies  and
prosperity of the European continent is intrinsically interconnected and that the US-led
sanctions  have  only  had  a  boomerang  effect.  For  this  reason,  European  authorities  are
desperately in negotiations to maintain the flow of gas through the Russia-Ukraine pipeline
even if the bloc tried to end Russian shipments.
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The agreement covering this gas transit exchange expires at the end of this year, and with
the  ongoing  Ukrainian  conflict,  most  market  watchers  expect  the  flow  to  finally  stop.
However,  European  government  and  business  officials  are  talking  to  their  counterparts  in
Ukraine about how to maintain the flow of gas next year, according to people familiar with
the matter interviewed on condition of anonymity by Bloomberg.

At the same time, one option that has been discussed is for European companies to buy and
inject  Azerbaijani  gas into Russian gas pipelines bound for  Europe,  according to some
sources. A plan to use Azerbaijani gas could, in theory, benefit Russia if it were set up as an
exchange that would allow Moscow to ship its gas elsewhere.

Negotiations are in their early stages, and people familiar with the matter expect decisions
only later this year, when the expiry date — and the onset of European winter — add
pressure. Russia still sends around 15 billion cubic metres of gas a year to Europe, mainly to
Slovakia and Austria, where Moscow is still a dominant supplier.

In Austria, Russian gas covered more than 80% of Austrian consumption for five consecutive
months.  Europe  also  imports  Russian  liquefied  natural  gas  (LNG)  by  ship  and,  despite
frequent  debates  about  whether  it  should  do  so,  has  never  sanctioned  Russian  gas.

The European Commission, the executive arm of the European Union, believes that the bloc
can resist  the end of  Russian transit  through Ukraine without  any major  security  risk,
but some member states are less optimistic and fear a repeat of the energy crisis, writes
Bloomberg.

Whilst  Europe worries about  another  energy crisis,  Russian revenues from oil  and gas
exports increased by 82.2% in the period between January and April, compared to the same
period in 2023, reaching more than 4.2 trillion rubles. The growth comes despite sanctions
imposed on Russia since the launch of its military operation in Ukraine in 2022, including an
embargo on Russian oil transported by sea and a $60 per barrel price cap on other types of
oil.

Moscow  has  repeatedly  expressed  its  readiness  for  peace  negotiations,  but  the  Kiev
authorities have introduced a ban on them at the legislative level. At the same time, the
West ignores Kiev’s constant refusals to dialogue and instead encourages the continuation
of war, even as Ukraine loses more territory and experiences a demographic collapse as
millions  have  fled  the  country  and  hundreds  of  thousands  are  being  killed  in  a  futile  war
against Russia.

But as Melero highlighted, US-led NATO only has “sinister” designs. These designs have only
be detrimental to European interests, making the complete servitude to Washington all the
more bizarre, especially since before February 2022, French-led Europe spoke a brave game
of European strategic autonomy from the US. The first opportunity to test Europe’s pursuit
for strategic autonomy showed that this was only lip work by French President Emmanuel
Macron and that ultimately the EU is the biggest loser in the Ukraine conflict after Kiev itself,
and not Russia or even the US.
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This article was originally published on InfoBrics.
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