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France Is Reportedly Making a Principled Stand
Against NATO’s Expansion to Asia
Macron’s position isn’t driven by the desire to do any favors for President Xi,
but is predicated on his assessment of France’s national interests.
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*** 

The Financial Times cited eight unnamed sources who revealed that France is reportedly
preventing the planned opening of NATO’s liaison office in Japan. According to them, Macron
believes that this move violates the alliance’s charter, which limits its geographic reach to
the North Atlantic. He’s also supposedly against anything that can contribute to NATO-
Chinese tensions. The spanner that the French leader unexpected threw into the bloc’s
Asian expansion plans comes after his trip to China in early April.

He visited the People’s Republic along with European Commissioner Von Der Leyen around
two weeks after President Xi traveled to Moscow. Upon returning home, Macron revived his
prior  rhetoric  about  Europe’s  strategic  autonomy  in  the  New Cold  War,  specifically  saying
that the continent should resist American pressure to take its side over Taiwan. Later that
month, China’s Ambassador to the EU said that his country’s cooperation with the continent
is as unlimited as its cooperation with Russia.

This sequence of events suggests that Macron’s rhetoric was sincere despite many in the
Alt-Media Community suspecting that he was just trying to strategically disarm Russia with
his words. About that alleged end goal, Kremlin spokesman Peskov confirmed in early June
that Moscow doesn’t regard Paris as a suitable mediator in the NATO-Russian proxy war due
to its direct involvement in it. Nevertheless, there’s also no denying that France’s reported
stand against NATO’s Asian expansion is commendable.

That said, Macron’s position isn’t driven by the desire to do any favors for President Xi, but
is  predicated on his  assessment of  France’s  national  interests.  In  his  mind,  the bloc’s
growing involvement on the other side of Eurasia needlessly provokes the People’s Republic,
which is the EU’s top trade partner. Moreover, it could also make it more difficult for NATO
to contain Russia in Europe if its members end up dividing their focus between that front
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and the Asia-Pacific.

Simply put, France has yet to fully abandon the notion of national interests like most of its
liberal–globalist  European  peers  have  already  done,  which  explains  Macron’s  reported
resistance  to  NATO’s  plans.  His  country’s  different  approach  to  International  Relations  is
likely attributable to its neo-colonial empire in Africa, which is crumbling as a result of
Russia’s “Democratic Security” inroads there over the past few years but still exists in some
form.  

No other NATO member has anything comparable, which is why the majority of them are
predisposed to complying with the demands of this bloc’s US leader even at the expense of
their own interests in pursuit of what Washington claims is the “greater good”. France might
ultimately be pressured by the US and its vassals to such an extent that it’s forced to relent
on its reported opposition to the bloc’s Asian expansion plans, but for now Macron is holding
his ground in defense of his country’s national interests.

This observation proves that NATO’s internecine rifts are naturally occurring, just like the
ones that the bloc has with Hungary and Turkiye, and not the result of foreign meddling like
the Mainstream Media misleading implies is the case. While it’s true that the US exploited its
proxy war with Russia to successfully reassert its unipolar hegemony over Europe, it failed
to do so completely, and that’s why France still has a modicum of sovereignty left to resist
NATO’s Asian expansion plans (at least for now).

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

This article was originally published on Andrew Korybko’s Newsletter.

Andrew  Korybko  is  an  American  Moscow-based  political  analyst  specializing  in  the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent contributor to
Global Research.

He is a regular contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from InfoBrics

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Global Research, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Andrew Korybko

https://astutenews.com/2022/05/whats-dishonestly-smeared-as-russian-propaganda-is-just-the-multipolar-worldview/
https://korybko.substack.com/p/the-wests-liberal-globalist-elite
https://korybko.substack.com/p/dmitry-medvedev-is-right-the-global
https://korybko.substack.com/p/russias-newfound-appeal-to-african
https://korybko.substack.com/p/american-officials-told-politico
https://korybko.substack.com/p/viktor-orban-is-right-the-counteroffensive
https://korybko.substack.com/p/president-putins-insight-into-his
https://korybko.substack.com/p/the-five-ways-that-the-us-successfully
https://korybko.substack.com/p/president-putins-insight-into-state
https://korybko.substack.com/p/france-is-reportedly-making-a-principled
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko


| 3

About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

