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The Pentagon said today that a helicopter accident in northern Syria had hurt 22 of its
soldiers.

The cause of the accident was under investigation and no enemy fire was involved, the US
military added.

Over 900 US troops remain in Syria, supposedly to “advise and assist” the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which control regions in the north-west.

The US government says its forces are there to prevent any revival of the Islamic State
terrorist group, which took over large parts of Syria and Irag in 2014. Its presence is
opposed by the Syrian government and illegal under international law.

Damascus says the real reason for maintaining a US troop presence is to steal Syrian oil,
with oil production concentrated in areas that remain outside government control.

Last year, it said 83 per cent of Syrian oil production was being appropriated by the US or
US-backed armed opposition groups, much of it taken in tanker convoys to US military bases
in Irag, with the oil ministry accusing the US of taking 66,000 barrels of Syrian oil every day
in the first half of 2022.

Though the US denies that oil reserves influence its decision to stay in Syria, in 2020 US
company Delta Crescent Energy secured an oil concession in the area with the approval of
the SDF but not of the Syrian government.

In 2019, then-president Donald Trump declared that the US military was in Syria “only for
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the oil,” prompting frantic denials by administration officials.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Featured image: US 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment troops conduct area reconnaissance in Syria,
18 February 202. Wikipedia

The original source of this article is Morning Star
Copyright © Ben Chacko, Morning Star, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ben Chacko

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/w/helicopter-accident-syria-hurt-22-soldiers-says-us-reminding-world-its-illegal
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-chacko
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/w/helicopter-accident-syria-hurt-22-soldiers-says-us-reminding-world-its-illegal
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-chacko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

