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It is a good thing indeed that no close relatives of Ivan llyin are on record as surviving,
otherwise they also would undoubtedly be targeted today for systematic elimination, one by
one, in car bomb “accidents” and other similar terrorist acts.

Such seems to be the destiny of intellectuals (and even members of their families) from
whom Russia’s leaders are rumoured to draw their inspiration. The assassination of Stolypin
in Kiev over a century ago was an early illustration of how that works.

The appalling murder near Moscow a few days ago of Daria Dugina, daughter of the
illustrious Russian philosopher and geostrategic thinker Alexander Dugin, ironically occurred
precisely as the imbecilic solons of her country’s main geopolitical rival were contemplating
legislation to designate Russia as a state “sponsor of terrorism.” It is, of course, for
investigators to establish with certitude the identity of the crime’s perpetrators as well as
their ultimate goals, but whether the criminals are situated in Kiev or elsewhere, tentatively
at least the outrageous initiative of the moronic superpower legislators remains a classic
example of Freudian projection, the mental process by which people attribute to others what
is in fact in their own minds.

The barbarism of the terrorist act which extinguished the life and charred the body of an
innocent and talented young woman and a public figure in her own right, who was never
associated with advocacy of violence against anyone, is abhorrent beyond description. Her
“guilt”, if any, must have existed solely in the minds of her psychopathic assassins, and it
could only have been by association with her father, Alexander Dugin, whose general views
she articulately espoused. However, being just a philosopher, and obviously neither
politician nor soldier, though the hit may actually have been aimed at him, in the penal and
moral sense Dugin is just as blameless as his unfortunate daughter.
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Image: Aleksandr Dugin, at the Civilizations of the Eurasian Area meeting on February 26, 2018 at the
Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran. (By Fars Media Corporatio, licensed under CC BY 4.0)

A But engaging in such meticulous rationalistic analyses is quite
useless in th|s particular case because of the peculiar circumstances in which this outrage
was conceived and perpetrated. It has been well said that “hell hath no fury” like (to slightly
paraphrase) a hegemon scorned. Both Alexander Dugin (right) and his progeny, personified
by daughter Daria, have in that sense been notorious scorners, and for the boldness and
intellectual defiance they consistently displayed they have now been made to pay a terrible
price to the deservedly scorned.

It is irrelevant whether the murderers were direct agents of the pathetic puppet regime in
Kiev, or trained operatives sent by its foreign sponsors, issuing instructions from beyond the
regime’s shrinking borders. It is also of little consequence who was the intended victim, the
father or the daughter, because symbolically either would have served the organisers’
malevolent purposes, though arguably a successful hit on A. Dugin would have been
preferred for greater reverberation. The main point to remember, however, is that shifting
the battlefield from contending armies to targeted non-military individuals, as has now
apparently been done, visibly adds a new and complex dimension to this conflict. It
foreshadows a no-hold-barred assault by the furious barbarians not only on Russia’s
intellectuals but more broadly its innocent civilians, very likely soon also targeting
vindictively the civilian infrastructure.

Regardless, as things currently stand this wicked murder is likely to inflame the Russian
public to an extreme degree, provoking demands for a forceful retaliatory reaction.

A hasty and in particular indiscriminate reaction of that sort would however be a grave
miscalculation.

The Russian and Ukrainian people will again converge and they have nothing to gain, and
much to lose, from the exacerbation of the artificially concocted conflict. It is therefore
imperative, firstly, that, its results published, and culprits named. Secondly, the foundational
documents of the upcoming international war crimes tribunal must be shaped wisely and
flexibly, to mirror where possible mechanisms already conveniently established but
shamefully misused by Western-sponsored outfits such as the Hague Tribunal and the ICC.
The objective should be to facilitate the creation of a legal dragnet capable of being cast as
widely as possible to apprehend not just foot-soldiers and direct hitmen but also authors and
ideologues of the criminal orders, no matter how remote, as well as all participants and
inciters in the Ukrainian joint criminal enterprise, whoever and wherever they might be.
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Only thus could justice be modestly served in the wake of this hideous assassination which
was clearly designed to enhance a conflict that should have been confined to armed
militaries by elevating it to a higher level of inhumanity, making it nothing less than a
terroristic reconfiguration of Goebbels’ desperate concept of “total war” promulgated when
the defeat of Nazi Germany had become a certainty. The good guys must put the bad guys,
in Kiev and beyond, on notice that the sheriff will methodically identify and hunt them down
using effective legal instruments, whoever and wherever they are, regardless of high office
or geographical distance that they hope might shield them from criminal responsibility.
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