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Historically,  African  (Black)  women  in  the  U.S.  have  contributed  to  social  progress
movements, including the fight against  racial oppression, patriarchy, capitalist exploitation,
western  imperialism,  and  colonialism.  Women’s  struggle  for  peace  and  freedom  has
challenged the U.S.’ push for war and global dominance. During today’s commemorations
for International Women’s Day, women celebrated for their achievements highlight a stark
reality of how far our communities have departed from the Black Radical Peace tradition.

Since October 7, 2023, Israeli Occupation forces have murdered over 30,000 Palestinians
and displaced millions more. Despite the International Court of Justice’s ruling, the U.S. has
continued to justify and support Israel in its ongoing genocide, employing individuals like
Ambassador  Linda  Thomas-Greenfield  to  consistently  vote  no  on  proposed  U.N.  Security
Council  ceasefire  resolutions  for  a  toothless  “humanitarian  pause”.  Thomas-Greenfield’s
willingness to serve as a loyal Blackface of Empire disregards Palestinians as a whole but
also the enduring suffering of Palestinian women under settler colonial occupation, who give
birth  to  still-born  babies  at  checkpoints,  and  face  widespread  instances  of  sexualized
torture, rape, and castration, irrespective of gender identity.
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Press Secretary Karine Jean Pierre is celebrated as a “First Black” for Empire, but her Haitian
family background obscures the fact that the Biden administration is pushing the latest call
for occupation of Haiti. With the impending Multinational Security Support Mission in Haiti,
we  must  remember  the  United  Nations  Stabilization  Mission  in  Haiti  (MINSUH)  which
occupied Haiti after the removal of democratically elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
Haitian women experienced various forms of violence, exploitation, and marginalization.
Haitian workers,  predominantly  women,  have demanded wage increases and protested
against the dehumanizing and demeaning sweatshops where they work. However, they
have been met with paramilitary forces, used as a pretext for occupation, which will have
detrimental effects on women.

Advocating regime change, supporting genocide, and signing draconian bills into law from
Washington D.C to San Francisco, African (Black) women are being used as the faces of
disparity  and military  proliferation,  exacerbating the challenges faced by working-class
African (Black) women. This is a blatant disregard of people-centered human rights and
perpetuates full-spectrum domination, inevitably hindering the advancement of liberation
struggles of colonized people worldwide. 

The contradictions of celebrating women’s achievements while turning a blind eye to the
suffering of colonized women, both domestically and globally, highlight the need to broaden
the scope and meaning of International Women’s Day to make it a day of remembrance and
resistance focused on the objective of overturning the structures and relationships imposed
on the world by the Western colonial/capitalist system that degraded and dehumanized
women across the planet. For BAP, International Women’s Day is a call to action. A clarion
call to sharpen our weapons of opposition in order to strike at the heart of patriarchy,
gender-based violence and capitalism.
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