
| 1

Nicaragua and the Western Human Rights Industry

By Stephen Sefton
Global Research, April 04, 2021

Region: Latin America & Caribbean
Theme: Law and Justice, Media

Disinformation

All Global Research articles can be read in 51 languages by activating the “Translate
Website” drop down menu on the top banner of our home page (Desktop version).

***

John  Heartfield’s  famous  photomontage  of  a  newspaper  cabbagehead  had  the  caption
“Whoever Reads Bourgeois Newspapers Becomes Blind and Deaf!” The caption is even more
true now as the 21st Century moves into its third decade.

Western  reporting  of  all  kinds  is  strained  through  the  filters  of  corporate  dominated
intellectual managerial classes in every sphere: science, law, culture, medicine and finance,
in foreign and domestic news media, in non governmental organizations and in multilateral
international  agencies.  Directly  or  indirectly,  every  area  of  reporting  has  become
increasingly shaped by corporate funding,

The  Western  intellectual  managerial  classes  have  generally  abandoned  fundamental
reporting  norms  and  standards.  Western  organizations  and  institutions  claiming  to  be
accountable and transparent are not – neither UN bodies nor regional institutions like the
Organization  of  American  States,  nor  any  of  the  major  international  NGOs.  Practically
invariably, reporting by these kinds of agencies systematically omits facts inconvenient to
their  findings,  denies  relevant  actors  a  fair  chance to  make their  case,  and systematically
avoids corroboration of their findings by genuinely independent sources.

This chronic reporting crisis reflects the reality of class power relations in North America and
Europe. As Henry Wallace wrote in the New York Times on April 9th 1944. “The American
fascist would prefer not to use violence. His method is to poison the channels of public
information.” Wallace’s comments prefigured the fascist union of corporate and government
power in North America and Europe which since the time of the Cold War has successfully
manipulated Western public opinion on every issue of international importance.

Thus, people in the West generally continue to see themselves as morally superior to people
in the majority world. They continue to talk about their countries in North America or the
European Union as democracies whose leaders mean well, have the best interests of their
peoples at heart and generally seek to do good in the world. Every few years, Western
electorates  vote  for  which  flavor  of  fascism  they  prefer,  apparently  unaware  that
dictatorships  too  have  elections  and  elite  leadership  struggles.

These  three  articles,  one  from  early  2019  and  two  from  last  year,  along  with  the
accompanying references, treat the case of Nicaragua and the failed coup attempt of 2018
as one more example of the West’s chronic reporting crisis. It is a crisis which, in the most
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anti-democratic way, denies a true and fair account of events to people in North America
and Europe.

Nicaragua’s experience very much reflects the systematic poisoning of information sources
in the West in relation both to other countries and also to other contexts, of which the
sadistic persecution of Julian Assange is perhaps the most emblematic.

Download the PDF file here (226Kb).
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