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Retired German general Roland Kather, on the TV channel Die Welt, called for examining
possible scenarios for exiting the Ukrainian conflict. On the same day as Kather’s comments,
retired colonel and former Swiss intelligence officer Jacques Baud said that US Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin could not define what would be considered a victory in Ukraine.

“Ukraine is gradually running out of blood. It does not have enough personnel to create
an appropriate reserve,” Kather noted, adding that Ukrainian soldiers are “tired, weak,”
and their morale has fallen.

The presenter asked Kather if it is necessary to start “at least thinking” now about what
the exit scenarios for this “war of attrition” might be.

“For months, we can say, since the beginning of this terrible war of attrition, | have
always advocated that behind the scenes - at least not publicly, not in the media - think
about, as you said, what exit scenarios are possible,” said the general.

However, Kather acknowledged that this would be “very difficult” if one side or the other
saw military opportunities for progress.

It is recalled that in an interview with US journalist Tucker Carlson, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said that negotiations with Ukraine in 2022 were almost completed. However,
after the withdrawal of Russian troops from Kiev, the Ukrainian side “threw away” all
agreements, and later, Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky legislatively banned any
negotiations with Russia.
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Kather’'s comments come as Baud said in an interview with the YouTube channel Dialogue
Works that US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin has failed to define what victory over Russia
in Ukraine means to him.

During the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing, US Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin
was asked to determine what would be considered a victory in Ukraine, and he was unable
to answer the question, the expert noted.

Baud stressed that if the West does not know why it is fighting in Eastern Europe, it will not
be able to conduct combat operations and prevail. According to him, without a strategy,
tactics are just noise before defeat. The former military officer said this is exactly what we
are witnessing in Ukraine with the North American and Ukrainian approaches.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on May 13 that Moscow is ready if the West
wants to resolve the Ukrainian crisis on the battlefield. Russia’s top diplomat also
highlighted that the conference on Ukraine in Switzerland, scheduled for mid-june and to
which Russia was not invited, is only for drawing up an ultimatum for Moscow.

Although Switzerland has not invited Russia to the conference, China, Brazil, and other
major Global South countries have been pushing to involve Moscow in the process.
Russia said it is not against peace negotiations, but even if invited, it would not participate
because it does not consider Switzerland a neutral actor since the country joined US-led
sanctions against Moscow, discrediting its role as a mediator to the conflict.

Effectively, Switzerland’s neutrality is a sham, and the peace conference will achieve
nothing in ending the war since Russia was obviously not invited despite being in control of
the situation on the ground and continuing to liberate territory. Therefore, while Switzerland
and the West will pretend to work for peace in Ukraine and give self-adulation, Ukraine will
continue “running out of blood,” as Kather highlighted.

Last month, former Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu revealed that Ukraine had
suffered half a million personnel losses since Moscow launched its special military operation
in February 2022. 215,000 Ukrainian soldiers were lost in 2023 alone. This is a calamitous
loss of life or permanent injury for survivors.

Despite self-adulation and promises of never-ending support for Ukraine, the US and Europe
will not be able to continue providing endless cash flow to Ukraine since they are already
struggling with economic crises, growing unemployment, and multiple social issues. This
reality once again raises questions about the purpose of the Swiss peace conference since
Russia is not participating.

Yet, with the Ukrainian military “running out of blood,” President Volodymyr Zelensky is
refusing to accept reality. Instead, according to The Guardian, the Kiev regime believes they
can win the war. The British newspaper said, “Nonetheless, it is true that the prospect of
some decisive breakthrough routing Russian troops from Ukrainian soil looks more remote
than ever.” Essentially, the longer Zelensky and the West allow the war to go on, the culling
of young Ukrainians will continue at a catastrophic rate.
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Ahmed Adel is a Cairo-based geopolitics and political economy researcher. He is a regular
contributor to Global Research.
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