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After weeks of local speculation, the purchasers of 55,000 acres of northern California land
have been revealed. The group Flannery Associates - backed by a cohort of Silicon Valley
investors - has quietly purchased $800m worth of agricultural and empty land, the New York
Times has reported. Its goal is to build a utopian new town that will offer its thousands of
residents reliable public transportation and urban living, all of which would operate using
clean energy.

The project was spearheaded by Jan Sramek, a 36-year-old former trader for the investment
banking firm Goldman Sachs, and is backed by prominent Silicon Valley investors including
Michael Moritz, a venture capitalist; Reid Hoffman, the co-founder of Linkedin; Laurene
Powell Jobs, the founder of the philanthropic group Emerson Collective and wife of Steve
Jobs; Marc Andreessen, an investor and software developer; Patrick and John Collison, the
sibling co-founders of the payment processor Stripe; and the entrepreneurs Daniel Gross
and Nat Friedman, the Times reported.

Though Flannery has been purchasing farmland and empty plots over the past five years it
has only recently started interacting with local officials and residents, according to the
Times and local reports.

Flannery has purchased land from farmers for several times more than the market value
and become the biggest landowners in Solano county, an area 60 miles north-east of San
Francisco. The land bought by the firm encircles Travis air force base in Fairfield, a city of
about 120,000 residents and home to the Anheuser-Busch Co brewery and the Jelly Belly
jelly bean factory.

Recently, Flannery has been meeting with local officials and representatives, according to
the Times. It has also been sending out opinion polls to local residents to gauge their
feelings on an initiative that could appear on Solano county voter’s ballots, according to the
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newspaper SF Gate.

“This project would include a new city with tens of thousands of new homes, a large
solar energy farm, orchards with over a million new trees, and over ten thousand acres
of new parks and open space,” a screenshot of the survey obtained by the newspaper
reads.

The poll also asks if residents would support the project if it was placed in an area with “bad
soil that only contributes 5% of the county’s agricultural production,” according to a
Facebook post from Catherine Moy, the mayor of Fairfield, the closest city to Flannery’s
purchases.

Despite the lofty goals set forth by Flannery, the group faces an uphill battle that will affect
each step of the process of creating a new city from scratch. The firm has sued land owners
who sold their land over what it describes as an “illegal price-fixing conspiracy”. Flannery
would have to get the blessing of officials at the local and state levels and residents. It will
also have to navigate environmental and zoning roadblocks, according to the San Francisco
Chronicle.

[This article was amended on 27 August 2023 to clarify that Flannery Associates has sued
land owners from whom it bought land for an alleged price-fixing conspiracy.]

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Featured image: California landscape with deer Photograph: Anton Sorokin/Alamy

The original source of this article is NewsBreak
Copyright © Abené Clayton, NewsBreak, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Abené Clayton

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.



https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/california-landowners-are-sued-510-million-over-inflated-real-estate-prices-2023-05-19/
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/3136484851843-silicon-valley-elites-revealed-as-buyers-of-800m-of-land-to-build-utopian-city?_f=app_share&s=a3&share_destination_id=MTg3NzQ0NjgwLTE2OTMwNzEyMTY4MjA%3D&pd=0Chky04D&hl=en_US&send_time=1693071216&actBtn=floatShareButton&trans_data=%7B%22platform%22%3A1%2C%22cv%22%3A%2223.34.0%22%2C%22languages%22%3A%22en%22%7D
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/abene-clayton
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/3136484851843-silicon-valley-elites-revealed-as-buyers-of-800m-of-land-to-build-utopian-city?_f=app_share&s=a3&share_destination_id=MTg3NzQ0NjgwLTE2OTMwNzEyMTY4MjA%3D&pd=0Chky04D&hl=en_US&send_time=1693071216&actBtn=floatShareButton&trans_data=%7B%22platform%22%3A1%2C%22cv%22%3A%2223.34.0%22%2C%22languages%22%3A%22en%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/abene-clayton
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

