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It is a historical law that each state in the world changes with time. However, only a few
states experienced dramatic change during the short period of time as Russia did over the
last 33 years.

Russia has changed as a state, nation, and military power followed by her fluctuating
position in global politics and international relations.

Since 1991 up today Russia transformed peacefully its entire political and economic system
which is relatively rare in history. When the USSR dissolved in 1991, Russia left to be one of
its 15 constituent republics which proclaimed independence forced to overwhelmingly
redefine her role in global politics.

The 1990s were very painful for Russia’s position in international relations as the country’s
foreign policy was, in fact, supervised and directed by Washington and Brussels as the case
of NATO'’s direct aggression on Serbia and Montenegro in 1999, for instance, clearly shows
but since 2008 (Russian-Georgian War) Russia’s foreign policy once again became an
independent and gradually returning the country to the club of Great Powers as the case of
the Ukrainian crisis since 2014 onward demonstrates it undoubtedly today.

Nevertheless, probably the most significant anomaly dealing with Russian politics is the fact
that Russians are understandably (very) suspicious of the West and its policies toward their
country but miraculously at the same time they accept the Western culture and moral
values and both economic and political systems (at least up to the special military operation
of Russia in East Ukraine since the end of February 2022).

Nevertheless, the importance of Russia’s influence in the world in the arena of global
politics is based on the fundamental fact that Russia is one of the strongest international
actors that is determining the global political agenda.
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It means that Russia is a member of the Great Power’s club as ,a great power state is
a state deemed to rank amongst the most powerful in a hierarchical state system “.[i]
Russia in this respect surely fits to conventionally accepted criteria that define a Great
Power:

1. Great Power state is in the first rank of military prowess.

2. Great Power state can maintain its security and influence other states on how to
behave.

3. Great Power state is economically powerful, although this is a necessary but not
a sufficient condition for membership to the Great Power club (the cases of Japan
or Germany are the best illustrations of this claim).

4. Great Power state has global but not only regional spheres of national interest
and action.

5. Great Power state is running a ,forward” foreign policy and, therefore, it has a
real but not only potential influence on international relations and global (world)
politics.[ii]

6. Great Power is a state (at least according to the 18th-century concept) that could
not be conquered even by the combined might of other Great Powers.[iii]

Russia surely belongs today to the club of key global powers having powerful nuclear
weapons, a growing economy, and perspective economic capacities but what is most
important and different to others, Russia possesses almost endless natural resources (many
of them are probably still even not discovered).

From a geopolitical viewpoint, Russia is occupying the crucial segment of the Heartland -
the focal geopolitical part of the world and, therefore, the rest of the (Western) Great Powers
historically wanted either to occupy Russia (for instance, Napoléon | or A. Hitler) or to
control her authorities (for instance, of Boris Yeltsin).[iv]

Russia with its rich history and national traditions is today in the process of defying its new
role in the current century, especially since February 2022 onward. Russia seeks peace (up
to the extent when its vital national and existential interests are in danger), justice,
multipolarity in international relations (against US hegemony), and, therefore, global
stability, yet it is quite visible that Western threats against Russia’s security and her positive
role in international politics exist.
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Nevertheless, behind Russia’s policies, there is a comprehensible strategy based on a firm
vision of the contemporary world and the protection of Russian national interests.

A contemporary history of Russia starts after
the dissolution of the USSR by Mikhail Gorbachev (according to the agreement with Ronald
Reagan in Reykjavik in October 1986),[v] which marked at the same time the beginning of
the political and economic turmoil in the 1990s when Russia under Boris Yeltsin and his pro-
Western liberals was a puppet state of the West.

However, the country gradually emerged from the period of instability since 2000 mainly
due to well-combined six factors that the new administration of President Vladimir Putin
skillfully exploited to the full extent:

1. Substantial mineral resources, particularly oil and gas.

2. Significant military power, based on the second-greatest nuclear potential in the
world.

3. Relatively well-educated productive segment of the population.

4. High-quality scientific and technological base which survived in several
industries.

5. Permanent membership in the UNSC, the G8 and G20.

6. Important political and economic influence on the territory of the former Soviet
Union (the area of Near Abroad).

It is predicted that Russia will remain in the future as one of the focal and strongest
international actors on the same level of influence together with the US, EU, China, and
rising Islamic cultures, especially Iran and Turkey.
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Russia’s natural resources and capabilities already allowed it to follow an independent line
in foreign policy and security interest, both in the post-Soviet region and in some key areas
of the world: East Europe, Central Asia, and the Middle East. However, Moscow’s interests
will inevitably clash with those of other major actors - especially the US and its European
clients as the situation today in Ukraine demonstrates.

That is for sure that world order in international relations is going to continue to function
according to World Systems Theory: a variant of structuralism that conceptualizes world
order as being structured into:

1. Arich and developed core;
2. Poor and underdeveloped periphery; and
3. Many intermediary or semi-peripheral states.

Russia is going to improve its position within the first group which gave all Great Powers
who are going to govern international relations and global politics according to the principle
of Balance of Power which refers to a mechanism whereby Great Power’s states collaborate
with each other in order to maintain their interests against threats from those who would
seek systemic dominance, such as the US during the first 18 years after the Cold War 1.0.
(till 2008).

Due to the great impact of Russia, a future world order already started to get rid of both the
US’s political hegemony[vi] and the process of Americanization that is primarily the
influence of the US on key areas of international interaction, including international
relations, popular culture, technology, business activities or language which is leading in
many countries to the loss or significant undermining of local customs, traditions, and
identities.

Nevertheless, it has to be noticed that Russia’s internal stability and international standing
can be endangered by the country’s possible failure to solve two of its essential problems:

1. Diversification and modernization of the economy.
2. Threatening potential demographic collapse.
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