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Cuba provides an inspiring example of a very small country whose doctors have reached
some of  the  most  difficult  areas  of  human  distress  and  disasters  to  provide  their  medical
services to people who needed them the most. US President Barack Obama said—

“No one should deny the service that thousands of Cuban doctors have delivered for the
poor suffering people.”

What is the reward that Cuba gets for this service? Often its people cannot get essential
services and medical equipment. This is due to the embargo against Cuba imposed by the
USA for over six decades.

In addition Cubans face problems in getting food, meeting other basic needs and trading
with other countries, despite trade being integral to the development needs of this island
nation. The UN Economic Commission for Latin America estimated embargo costs for Cuba
at 130 billion dollars, or about 2 billion dollars per year. Other estimates mention a higher
figure. 

Don’t ask for any credible reasons to explain why the USA has done this because none
exists. Have you ever seen a bully tormenting a small child? The bully does not have to give
any reasons, he does what he is doing because he can go on doing this.

The only hopeful time for Cuba during these long decades was when President Obama
removed  many  restrictions  and  initiated  cooperation  activities  instead,  giving  very
encouraging results. But this period lasted only for a short while, and President Trump made
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things worse by introducing terror sponsor charges as well against the country, without any
evidence of course. 

Such charges,  which were first  brought  in  during the tenure of  Ronald Reagan,  ignore the
well-known fact that it is the Cubans who have been at the receiving end of several terror
attacks launched by Cuban exiles from US territory and often with help from US sources,
including the CIA. One of these attacks led to the death of 73 air travelers. Cuban hotels
with tourists living there have also been attacked. There were several attacks on the Cuban
President Fidel Castro to try to assassinate or harm him.

After the success of the Cuban revolution led by Castro which brought many equality and
justice-based  changes  in  Cuba,  the  USA  embarked  on  a  policy  of  disrupting  Cuban
government and economy. This is how the aims of US policy were summarized by Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State, USA, Lester D. Mallory in 1960—

“Every possible means should be undertaken promptly to weaken the economic life of
Cuba…denying money and supplies to Cuba, to decrease monetary and real wages, to
bring about hunger, desperation and overthrow of government.”

When such a statement is  made openly,  is  anything left  to  say regarding the glaring
violation of all ethical considerations in US policies towards Cuba?

The utter lack of ethics in US embargo policy is also evident from the consistent opposition
to this policy by an overwhelming majority of countries as reflected in UN General Assembly
annual voting on Cuba’s resolution condemning US embargo. During the last year this was
supported by 187 member countries, opposed by only two (who else but USA and Israel)
with one absentee (Ukraine). Hence there is almost universal opposition to US embargo
(which is called blockade by the Cuban government) and this embargo with all its extensive
sanctions should be lifted immediately. This is a clear example of an entirely avoidable
humanitarian crisis  which can end very easily  merely by a bit  of  enlightened decision
making on the part of the US authorities. 
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