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Today, the dangers of military escalation are beyond description.

What is now happening in Ukraine has serious geopolitical implications. It could lead us into
a World War Il scenario.

It is important that a peace process be initiated with a view to preventing escalation.
Global Research condemns Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

A Bilateral Peace Agreement is required.

First posted on Global Research on March 1, 2022
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Notes from a 1991 meeting prove that the US, UK, France, and Germany assured the Soviet
Union that NATO would not expand east. It’s part of a growing body of evidence that the
West broke its promise to Russia.

A newly discovered document provides more evidence that Western governments broke
their promise not to expand NATO eastward after German reunification.

Notes from a 1991 meeting between top US, British, French, and German officials confirm
that there was a “general agreement that membership of NATO and security guarantees
[are] unacceptable” for Central and Eastern Europe.


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-norton
https://multipolarista.com/2022/02/20/us-uk-france-russia-expand-nato-east-germany/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/IJiNQuW?EMAIL=&go.x=0&go.y=0&go=GO
https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/

Germany’s diplomatic representative emphasized that the Soviet Union was promised in
1990 that “we would not extend NATO beyond the Elbe” river, in eastern Germany.

The document, which was formerly classified as secret, comes from the British National
Archives.

It was made widely known this February by the German newspaper Der Spiegel, but was
actually first published by US political scientist Joshua Shifrinson in 2019.

Well, here's something: German Foreign Ministry official explaining in March
1991 that NATO "made it clear" to Sovs it wouldn't expand "beyond the Elbe"
and so couldn't "offer membership of NATO to Poland and the others."
Validates my @Journal IS thesis: https://t.co/jLjHPTCrSOQ!
pic.twitter.com/f5b080kZYz

— Josh Shifrinson (@shifrinson) August 11, 2019

The document describes a meeting between senior officials from the United States, United
Kingdom, France, and Germany in the city of Bonn on March 6, 1991.

The subject of the gathering was “Security in Central and Eastern Europe.”
German diplomat Jurgen Chrobog is quoted in the notes saying,

“We had made it clear during the 2+4 negotiations that we would not extend NATO
beyond the Elbe. We could not therefore offer membership of NATO to Poland and the
others.”

The 2+4 negotiations were talks in 1990 that allowed for the reunification of Germany,
featuring capitalist West Germany and socialist East Germany (the 2) along with the United
States, Soviet Union, Britain, and France (the 4).

Chrobog’s comments in the notes, therefore, confirm that the Western powers had promised
the USSR in 1990 that they would not expand NATO eastward after German reunification.

Further clarifying this fact, the document adds that there was a “general agreement that
membership of NATO and security guarantees [are] unacceptable” for countries east of
Germany.
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1. UK CIRCULATES PROMISED PAPER ON SECURITY IN CENTRAL

EASTERN EUROPE. GENERAL A AGREEMENT THAT MEMBERSHIP OF ::20 AND
SECURITY GUARANTEES UNACCEPTABLE. AGREEMENT TO CONSIDER
STATEMENT BY SPRING NAC INDICATING NATO'S INTEREST IN SECURITY
AND STABILITY IN EASTERN EUROPE. THICKENING OF BILATERAL

RELATIONS AND NATO/EAST EUROPEAN CONTACTS.

DETAIL

2. CHROBOG (GERMANY) SAID WE NEEDED NEW IDEAS ON HOW TO PROVIDE
FOR THE SECURITY OF CENTRAL AND EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. WE HAD
MADE IT CLEAR DURING THE 2+4 NEGOTIATIONS THAT WE WOULD NOT
EXTEND NATO BEYOND THE ELBE (SIC). WE COULD NOT THEREFORE OFFER
MEMBERSHIP OF NATO TO POLAND AND THE OTHERS. WE MIGHT HOWEVER
CONSIDER REFERRING TO OUR INTEREST IN THESE COUNTRIES IN FUTURE

NATO DECLARATIONS. FURTHER STEPS COULD BE TAKEN IN THE CSCE AND
THROUGH BILATERAL AGREEMENTS.

NATO has added 14 member states east of Germany since end of First Cold War

Since the end of the First Cold War and the overthrow of the Soviet Union,14 countries in
Central and Eastern Europe have joined the US-led NATO military alliance - all countries east
of Germany, in flagrant violation of the promise not to expand.

In 1999, the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland joined NATO.

In 2004, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia joined as well.
In 2009, Albania and Croatia joined.

In 2017, Montenegro joined.

In 2020, North Macedonia joined.

NATO has also discussed the possibility of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, and Ukraine
joining in the future.

In December 2021, the Russian Federation demanded that NATO agree to a series of
security guarantees, including a promise not to add any more members. The United States
and NATO rejected Moscow’s demands.
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Map of NATO expansion

More evidence that NATO broke its promise not to expand east of Germany

The newly discovered 1991 diplomatic record is part of a growing body of evidence that the
Russian government’s accusation that NATO broke its promise is indeed correct.

As Multipolarista previously reported, declassified documents from the governments of the
United States, Britain, France, Germany, and the former Soviet Union and Russian
Federation prove that NATO pledged not to expand east.

The National Security Archive at George Washington University in Washington, DC published
records showing that US Secretary of State James Baker reassured Soviet Premier Mikhail
Gorbachev “not once, but three times” that NATO would expand “not one inch eastward,” in
a February 9, 1990 meeting.

Baker admitted that “not only for the Soviet Union but for other European countries as well
it is important to have guarantees that if the United States keeps its presence in Germany
within the framework of NATO, not an inch of NATO's present military jurisdiction will spread
in an eastern direction.”

US Secretary of State Blinken claimed the military alliance “NATO never
promised not to admit new members.”

This is a lie contradicted by multiple Western government documents, showing
NATO promised the USSR not to expand "one inch eastward" past


https://multipolarista.com/2022/01/14/us-lies-nato-expansion-russia/
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/russia-programs/2017-12-12/nato-expansion-what-gorbachev-heard-western-leaders-early

Germanyhttps://t.co/X6sSXLDngV

— Geopolitical Economy Report (@GeopoliticaEcon) January 27, 2022
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