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War on Gaza: Namibia Slams Germany for Offering
to Defend Israel in IC] Genocide Case

Namibian president says Berlin is unable to 'draw lessons from its horrific
history' in reference to the genocide perpetrated by Germany in his country
last century
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Germany'’s full throttle denial regarding the unimaginable horrors being committed in
Palestine is surely entirely related to the horrors their forbears committed. But they
seemingly don’t realise they are backing, endorsing, another one. Minute by minute,
devastation, torture, heartbreak, slaughter. And they thus do the same again, by proxy.

—Felicity Arbuthnot, Global Research, January 17, 2024

*

Namibia on Sunday strongly condemned Germany for supporting Israel in its defence
against genocide accusations in last week’s International Court of Justice (IC)) hearings.

The Namibian presidency issued a statement condemning the German move to act on
Israel’s behalf as a third party in defence, recalling Germany’s role in the first 20th-century
genocide of the Herero and Nama peoples in the 1900s.

“The German Government has chosen to defend in the International Court of Justice the
genocidal and gruesome acts of the Israeli Government against innocent civilians in
Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territories,” read the statement, posted on X.

On Friday, the IC] concluded a two-day hearing of a lawsuit brought by South Africa against
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Israel’s ferocious war in Gaza, accusing it of breaching the 1948 Geneva Convention.

Since the war started on 7 October, Israel has killed more than 24,000 Palestinians, two-
thirds of them women and children, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. Eight
thousand more people are missing, presumed killed under the rubble.

Namibia has pointed to Germany’s atrocities carried out on its lands against the indigenous
Herero and Nama people, killing more than 70,000 of them between 1904 and 1908. The
German massacres in Namibia are now described as the 20th Century’s first genocide.

In 2021, Germany officially admitted committing genocide in Namibia, offering around
$1.34bn in financial aid, to be paid over 30 years to help the impacted population.

“The German government is yet to fully atone for the genocide it committed on
Namibian soil,” says the Namibian statement.

Namibian President Hage Geingob urged his country’s former colonial ruler to retract its
“untimely decision to intervene as a third-party in defence and support of the genocidal acts
of Israel before the International Court of Justice”.

Vehement Supporter of Israel

On Friday, German government spokesman Steffen Hebestreit rebuffed South Africa’s
accusations against Israel at the IC) hearings, which took place in the Hague. He said in a
post on X that Berlin “firmly rejects the accusation of genocide made against Israel. It has
no basis whatsoever”.

Die Bundesregierung weist den gegen Israel erhobenen Vorwurf des
Volkermordes entschieden zurlck. Er entbehrt jeder Grundlage. Wir werden
uns daher in der Hauptverhandlung vor dem Internationalen Gerichtshof als

Drittpartei auBern: https://t.co/qZYb4SiacD
— Steffen Hebestreit (@RegSprecher) January 12, 2024

He added that his country “will therefore speak as a third party in the main hearing before
the International Court of Justice”.

Staunchly supporting Israel, Germany issued a statement stating that Israel “has been
defending itself” against Hamas. The statement defines the South African case as a
“political instrumentalisation” of the UN Genocide Convention, which it opposes.

South Africa has called upon the IC] to take provisional measures against Israel, which
includes an immediate halt to Israeli military activity in Gaza. Although the interim rulings
are expected to be reached in the next few weeks, a final verdict is expected to take years.
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