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Zelensky Makes Surprise Address to Doha Forum
Amid GCC Split Between Washington, Moscow

The Ukrainian president is the latest western envoy to try his hand at
convincing GCC countries to increase oil production
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky made a surprise video appearance at the Doha
Forum in Qatar on 26 March to plead with the oil-producing Arabian Peninsula nations to
increase their oil output.

Oil prices have seen record increases since the start of the Russian special military
operation in Ukraine and the unprecedented sanctions placed on Russia since then.

Alternative supplies of fuel to Europe serve as a counterweight to Russia’s ability to use
European and global dependency on its fuel to maintain economic viability during the global
economic boycott of Russia.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states are torn between their loyalty to Washington
and their partnerships with Moscow.

Most visibly, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have snubbed Washington in favor of Moscow. Saudi
Arabia has refused requests to increase output, even snubbing phone calls from US
President Joe Biden. The UAE has similarly refused to increase output and has reaffirmed its
ties with Moscow.

Qatar’s Minister of State for Energy Affairs Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi said in a CNN interview on
25 March that they will continue to supply Europe with gas.

Qatar, however, balances its ties with Moscow. A recent meeting between Russian and
Qatari foreign ministers on 14 March demonstrated that the two seek cooperation in the
energy market.
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The meeting came after President Biden designated Qatar as a major non-NATO ally of the
US on 10 March.

Kuwait leans considerably more towards the US. Aside from Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain share
similar designations as major non-NATO allies of the US.

Nikkei Asia reported on 26 March that major Japanese banks are teaming up with banks
from the US and Europe to lend Kuwait $1 billion and bolster its oil output, in the hopes of
increasing crude production in order to weaken Russia’s position in the energy markets.

Western powers continue to pressure GCC member states to increase crude output. Under
NATO pressure, German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck visited Qatar and the
UAE on 19 March to urge them to increase oil output.

NATO expects Germany to boycott Russian gas, a move that would leave the EU member
state with insufficient fuel to heat homes during winter or to power industrial centers.
Neither Qatar nor its neighboring states have the capacity to replace Russian oil and gas in
a short period of time.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
@globalresearch_crg and Twitter at @crglobalization. Feel free to repost and share widely
Global Research articles.

Featured image is from AMMAR ABD RABBO / MOFA / DOHA FORUM

The original source of this article is The Cradle
Copyright © The Cradle, The Cradle, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: The Cradle

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://thecradle.co/Article/news/7790
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Markets/Commodities/Japan-s-top-banks-others-loan-1bn-to-boost-Kuwait-oil-output
https://thecradle.co/Article/news/8142
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-25/qatar-can-t-come-to-europe-s-aid-if-russian-gas-is-interrupted
https://thecradle.co/Article/news/8396
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/the-cradle
https://thecradle.co/Article/news/8396
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/the-cradle
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

